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THE 


CRAFTSMAN 


Nona  atas  agitur,  pejoraque  facula  ferri 
lemporil^uSy  quorum  fceleri  mn  invenit  ipfa 
Nomen^  &  a  nidlo  pofuit  nattira  met  alio,        Juv. 

Monday,  December  5.  1726. 

T  is  ufuallyexpefted,  thatPer- 
Ibns,  who  prefume  to  inftruft 
or  entertain  the  Publick, 
fliould  gi\^e  fome  account  of 
themfelves,  and  of  thofe  par- 
ticular endowments,  which 
they  polTefs  to  qualify  them  for  fuch  an  un- 
dertaking. Tho'  I  am  fenfible  of  the  pre- 
judices  which  adhere  to  a  known  Author^ 
and  how  perfonal  defefts  are  apt  to  inter- 
fere with  a  publick  charafter,  yet  I  think 
this  expeftarion  fo  reafonable  in  general, 
that  I  have  determined  to  place  my  name 
at  the  head  of  this  paper,  and  defign  to  ac- 
quaint the  v/orld  with  fome  of  the  moft 
remarkable  particulars  of  my  life. 

A  ^  i 
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I  am,  by  birth,  the  fecond  fon  of  A- 
braham  TyAnvers  Efq;  a  gentleman  of  an 
ancient  family,  and  no  inconfidcrable  eftat© 
in  the  north  of  England^  and  was  born  in 
that  Year  which  is  become  a  remarkable 
aera,  on  account  of  xht  Rejtatiration  oi  our 
ancient  eftabliihed  Government  under  King 
Cbarks  IL  and  the  aufpicious  birth  of  his 
prefent  moft  excellent  Majefly.  I  received 
the  firft  rudiments  of  my  education,  under 
the  famous  Dr.  Busby  ^  at  JVeJimtnjier 
School ;  from  whence  I  was  tranlplanted 
to  Chrlfl-Church  College  in  Oxford^  where 
I  continued  between  three  and  four  years  ; 
at  the  expiration  of  which  I  was  entered  of 
GrayS'Inn^  and  applied  my  felf  to  the  flu- 
dy  o{  the  Law.  When  I  was  firft  called 
to  the  Ba:r,  I  attended  very  conftantly  ia 
IVeJimmfter-Hallj  and  gained  confiderable 
reputation  in  my  profeffion ;  but  my  elder 
brother  dying  foon  after,  by  which  i  came 
into  the  poltellion  of  a  competent  eftate,, 
and  having  before  taken  a  difguft  to  the 
chicanry  of  that  bufinefs,  and  the  prevail- 
ing praftice  of  the  courts,  I  refolved  to  live 
a  retired  life,  and  indulge  my  natural  in- 
clination to  the  politer  arcs.  I  had,  how- 
ever, been  fo  long  accuftomed  to  private 
cliambers,  and  a  reclufe  manner  of  life,  that 
I  refolved  to  continue  in  the  fame  method ; 
which  I  I  ave  accordingly  done  ever  fince 
in  Grays'lnn^  and  was  made  a  Bencher  of 

that 
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that  venerable  fociety  near  twenty  years 
ago. 

As  I  quitted  the  long  Robe  very  early^  it 
gave  me  an  opportunity  of  furnifliing  my 
Mi  with  fome  degree  of  knowledge  ia 
moft  arts  and  profeffions:  I  have  had  lei- 
fare,  for  thefe  many  years^  to  make  my  ob- 
fervations  on  men  and  things ;  to  amufe 
my  felf  with  the  Writings  ot  ancient  and 
modern  authors  ;  to  look  into  the  con- 
ftitutions  of  the  moft  flourifliing  ftates  ia 
all  ages,  and  particularly  our  own;  and 
have  from  time  to  time  made  my  remarks 
on  the  feveral  changes  and  revolutions 
which  have  happened^  not  only  in  the  pub- 
lick  tranfaftions  of  government^  but  alfo 
in  the  private  opinions  of  mankind,  and  the 
conduft  of  particular  parties:  of  all  which 
the  reader  will  be  fully  apprized  in  the 
courfe  of  my  future  Lucubrations. 

What  chiefly  determined  me,  at  this  time* 
to  appear  in  fuch  a  manner,  is  the  ufage  I 
have  lately  received  from  a  certain  Writer, 
who  has  thought  fit  to  break  into  the  pri-^ 
vate  concerns  of  my  fami]}^,  and  publickly  ex- 
pofe  me  to  the  world,  for  my  good  nature 
and  indulgence  to  one  of  my  fervants;  in 
w^hich,  perhaps,  I  am  not  altogether  excu- 
liible.  I  am,  indeed,  fomewhat  obliged  to  the 
Gentleman  for  the  good  charafterw^hich  he  is 
pleafed  to  give  me,  as  to  my  natural  difpofi- 
tion  ^butlthinkit  veryhard  to  fee  my  private 

w^eakaeiTes, 
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wcaknefTes,  and  the  infirmities  of  old  age, 
let  forth  to  the  world  in  fo  glaring  a  man- 
ner ;  for  tho"*  1  am  ready  to  allow,  that 
the  univerfal  complaints  againft  fervants 
are  too  juft,  that  their  corruptions  are  grown 
very  enbrmous,  and  that  I  may,  in  parti- 
cular, have  contributed  to  this  publick  evil, 
by  too  much  lenity  to  my  Coachman^  who 
has  not  deferved  fuch  tendernefs  at  my 
hands;  yet  fome  allowances  ought  certain- 
ly to  be  made  to  a  nlan  in  years,  who  be- 
ing naturally  fond  of  eafe,  is  willing  to 
over-look  a  thoufand  little  faults  and  im- 
pertinences, rather  than  part  with  an  old 
fervant,  w^ho  was  brought  up  in  his  fa- 
mily from  a  childj,  and  for  whom  he  has 
contra6ed  a  fort  of  natural  Affeftion. 

But  fince  the  cafe  of  my  man  Robin  has 
htta  made  fo  publick,  as  to  become  the  fub- 
jeft  of  all  converfation,  and  my  conduct 
therein  has  been  much  blamed,  as  fetting 
a  bad  exam.ple  to  other  fervants,  I  will  in 
a  fliort  time  give  the  publick  an  account 
of  that  whole  affair,  and  of  the  motives 
which  have  hitherto  induced  me  to  pro- 
ceed in  this  gentle  manner  v/ith  fo  ungrate- 
ful and  refra6lory  a  fervant.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  muft  acquaint  the  World,  that  the 
relation  which  they  have  feen  of  this  affair, 
in  a  Letter  figned  fVill  Johiifon^  publifhec! 
in  the  Cotmtry  Gentlemmt^  is,  m  feveral  in-| 
ilaacss;  falfj  and  erroneous  ;  particularly^' 
I  aG* 
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at  the  conelufion,    where  it  is  faid,   that 
Robin  at  laft  fell  from  his  coach- box,  and 
broke  his  neck  ;  for  I  do  liereby  aflure  the 
publick,  that  there  was  nothing  in  that  ftory, 
any  farther  than  that  he  received  a  little 
fhock  one   night,    by  driving  in  the  dark 
againft  another    Gentleman's   coach :    But 
Jiowever  he  might  fufter  in  his  reputation 
as  to  Coachmanjhipj  and  forfeit  the  charac- 
ter of  a  skilful^nd  fiber  driver^  yet  he  was 
fo   far  from  breaking  his  neck,     that  he 
drove  me  but  yefterday  to  Ham0ead^  and 
I  have  been  prevailed  on,    by   the  ftrong 
interceffion  of  his  Friends,    and  his  own 
promifes  of  amendment,  to  continue  him 
in  my  fervice  this  winter  j    but  if  he  does 
not  immediately  grow  better,  I  am  refblved, 
notwithftanding  any  importunities  whatfo- 
ever,  to  difcard  him  entirely,  and  give  him 
up  to  the  ftridefl:  feverity  of  the  Law. 

I  have  likewile  reafon  to  complain  of  the 
writer  before  mentioned,  for  reprefenting 
me  in  that  paper,  as  a  perfbn  of  an  mdolent 
temper,  if  by  that  phrafe  he  means  one 
who  is  unconcerned  for  the  welfare  of  his 
fellow-fubjefts,  and  the  profperity  of  his 
native  country.  I  hope  a  man  may  be  al- 
lowed to  live  quietly,  and  indulge  thefere- 
nity  of  his  mind  in  old  age,  without  draw- 
ing on  himfelf  the  imputation  of  being  cold 
and  Ipiritlcls;  for  certainly  there  is  fome 
difference  between  being  ealy  and  indolent^ 

bftween 
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between  fubmitting  peaceably  to  feveral 
things^  which  a  private  man  cannot  help, 
and  his  being  perfeftly  indifferent  whether 
they  were  better  managed,  or  not.  How- 
ever, the  charge  againft  me  is  contained  in 
fuch  general  terms,  and  I  am  fo  loth  to  truft 
to  the  candor  of  the  world  for  their  con- 
flruftion,  that  I  chufe  to  interrupt  my  de- 
firable  tranquility,  and  enter  upon  a  Scene 
of  aCtion  in  my  declining  years,  rather  than 
lie  under  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  a  tame  and 
vicious  indolence, 

As  it  is  frequently  oblerved,  that  thofe 
perfons  think  moft^  who  fpeak  leaji^  fo  per- 
haps it  will  hold  equally  true,  that  they 
form  the  foundeft  judgment  of  what  palTes 
in  the  world,  who  live  moft  retired  from 
the  buftle  of  it.  As  to  my  felf^  however 
inconfiderable  I  may  have  been  thought  for 
the  greateft  part  of  my  life,  I  hops  to  con- 
vince the  world  thati  am  not  fo  indolent  and 
^arelefs  a  fpeftator,  as  this  Author  is  plea- 
fed  to  reprefent  me;  but,  on  the  contrary^ 
that  I  am  as  warmly  aifefted  with  the  inte- 
reftof  my  country,  as  any  man  in  it,  and 
look  with  equal  concern  upon  the  manifold 
vices  and  corruptions,  upon  that  general 
proftitution  of  principles  and  degeneracy  of 
manners,  which  have  by  degrees  over-run 
the  whole  kingdom,  and  put  virtue  and 
honefty  almoft  quite  out  of  countenance. 

As 
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As  for  the  corruptions  of  fervants^  I  can 
look  upon  them  in  no  other  light  than  as 
the  natural  confequences  of  the  corrup- 
tions of  thofe  in  an  higher  fphere.  The 
morals  of  the  mafter  are  generally  exhi- 
bited to  us,  in  the  behaviour  of  his  domef- 
ticks ;  for  which  reafon  I  think  it  ridicu- 
lous to  endeavour  at  a  Reformation  of  them^ 
iinlefs  we  begin  with  one  amongft  our 
felves :  the  effe£l  cannot  be  removed,  whilfl: 
the  caufe  remains:  let  the  ax  be  laid  to  the 
root  of  the  tree^  if  you  would  cffeftually 
flop  the  growth  of  this  evil  ;  for  it  will 
avail  but  little  to  lop  off  a  few  fuperfluous 
branches  and  excrefcencies,  when  the  nobler 
and  vital  parts  are  fo  dangeroufly  affefted. 

It  is  for  this  reafon  that  I  have  entitled 
my  Paper  the  Craftsman;  under  which 
general  character  I  defign  to  lay  open  the 
frauds  ,  abufes ,  and  fecret  iniquities  of 
all  profeffions,  not  excepting  thofe  of  my 
own,  which  is  at  prefent  notorioufly  adul- 
terated with  pernicious  mixtures  of  Craft, 
and  feveral  fcandalous  proftitutions.  The 
fame  malignant  contagion  has  infefted 
the  other  learned  faculties  and  polite  pro- 
feffions ;  it  has  crept  into  the  Camp  as  well 
as  the  Court ;  prevailed  in  the  Church  as 
well  as  the  State ;  has  vitiated  the  Country 
in  the  fame  manner  that  it  has  poifoned  the 
City,  and  workM  itfelf  into  every  part  of 
bur  conftitution,  from  the  bigheft  offices  of 

B  life 
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life,  down  to  the  loweft  occupations,  in  a 
regular  and  gradual  defcent. 

It  is  my  defign,  in  this  paper,  to  deteft 
and  animadvert  upon  all  thefe  corruptions, 
as  far  as  they  come  within  my  knowledge ; 
to  fhew  how  general  the  evil  is  grown, 
and  how  Craft  predominates  in  all  profef- 
fions.  But  the  myftery  of  State-Craft  a- 
bounds  with  fuch  innumerable  frauds,  pro- 
Iritutions,  and  enormities,  in  all  fhapes, 
and  under  all  difguifes,  that  it  is  an  inex- 
hauftiblefund,  an  eternal  refource  for  fatirc 
and  reprehenfion  ;  fince  from  this  grand 
fountain  of  Corruption  flow  all  thofe  little 
ftreams  and  rivulets,  which  have  fpread 
themfelves  through  every  part  of  this  king- 
dom, and  debauched  all  ranks  and  orders 
of  men  :  it  fliall  therefore  be  my  chief  bu- 
finefs  to  unravel  the  dark  fecrets  oi political 
Crafty  and  trace  it  through  all  its  various 
windings,  and  intricate  recefles.  I  am  aware 
of  the  difficulties  of  this  task,  and  of  the 
ridicule  which  it  will  draw  upon  me.  I 
know  the  fafliionable  part  of  the  vyorld, 
which  includes  the  vain  and  fupcrficial,  as 
well  as  the  felf-interefted  and  corrupt,  will 
call  me  a  doting  old  Blockhead  for  making 
fuch  an  attempt,  and  impute  my  remon- 
ftrances  againft  vice  to  the  peevifhnefs  and 
protervityof  Age,  which  naturally  inclines 
us  to  be  out  of  humour  with  the  frefent 
times,  and  to  extol  thofe  which  are  faji : 

but 
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but  as  the  fober  part  of  mankind  will,  I 
doubt  not,  judge  otherwife  of  this  affair, 
and  as  I  have  been  in  a  manner  neceflitated 
to  this  undertaking,  by  the  unkind  treat- 
ing of  the  Letter-writer  before  mention- 
ed, {q  I  have  armed  my  mind  withfuffici- 
ent  refolution  to  defpife  any  reproaches  or 
perfonal  inveftives,  which  may  be  thrown 
upon  me,  whilft  I  am  carrying  it  on. 

As  I  am  acknowledged  by  this  author 
himfelf  to  be  a  Gentleman  of  great  worth 
and  natural  probity ^  and  the  faults  with 
which  he  charges  me,  being,  at  the  worft, 
faults  on  the  right  Jide^  the  glorious  errors 
of  too  much  lenity  and  good  nature  ^  fo  I 
hope  the  reader  is  inclined  to  believe  that 
I  am  not  altogether  unqualified  for  this 
work  J  unlefs  an  honeft  difpofition,  join'd 
with  a  liberal  education,  long  experience, 
and  the  knowledge  of  men  as  well  as  of 
books,  can  be  fuppoled  to  be  no  qualifications. 
But  though  I  have  all  thefe  advantages  on 
my  fide,  yet  I  am  not,  like  fome  old  men, 
fo  lelf-fufficient  and  opiniated  of  my  own 
abilities,  as  to  imagine  that  Iftand  in  need 
of  no  affiftance ;  but  fhall  be  very  much 
obliged  to  any  Gentlemen^  who  approve 
of  this  defign,  and  will  favour  me  with 
their  correfpondence. 


B  X  the 
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Kara  temperum  f elicit  as  ^  ubi  f entire  t^ua  velis 
et  quafentias  dicer e  licet.  Tacit. 

Friday,  December  q. 

i^P^pfHE  liberty  of  [peaking^  ov  pub- 

|#f^   jPI  lijbifig  our  thoughts    (  which, 

^L^  oil  ^^^^  ^'^^  invention  of  Printing, 

^^^Sll  has  been  ufualiy  calPd  the  Li- 


berty  of  the  PRESS )  is  a  thing 
very  little  underftood,  and  but  rarely  en- 
joyed i  fortho'  it  is  undeniably  one  of  the 
greateft  bleffings  of  a  free  people,  and  juftly 
valued  as  fuch,  by  all  men  of  fenfe,  whofe 
pradices  have  not  made  them  afraid  of  it, 
or  when  it  does  not  interfere   with  fome 
particular  views ;  yet  this  is  fo  frequently 
the  cafe,  eipecially  amongft  Great  Men^ 
that,    in  moft  arbitrary   Governments,  it 
lies  under  fuch  reftraints  and  difcourage- 
ments,  as  amount  almoft  to  a  prohibition  ; 
and,  in  too  many  free  countries,  we  meet 
only  with  the  fhadow  of  this  privilege  in- 
ftead  of  tlie  fubftance. 

By  the  Liberty  of  the  Trefs^  we  are  not 
%o  underftand  any  licentious  freedom  to  re- 

3  vile 
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vile  our  lawful  Governors  and  Magi- 
ftrates ;  to  traduce  the  eftablilh'd  Laws  and 
Religion  of  our  Country  ;  or  any  attempts 
to  weaken  and  fubvert,  by  opprobrious 
writings,  that  facred  Refped  and  Vene- 
ration, which  ought  always  to  be  maintained 
for  authority,  and  perfons  in  authori- 
ty. Neither  ought  the  Trefs  to  be  made 
an  engine  to  deftroy  the  reputation  of  our 
neiglibours,  or  to  prejudice  any  private  fub- 
je6V,  byinfalting  hisperfonal  frailties,  mif- 
fortunes,  or  defcfts,  or  by  expofing  the  fc- 
cretsof  his  family  to  pubiick  laughter  and 
ridicule  i  for  as  thefe  are  things  only  of  a 
private  nature,  which  do  not  alieft  the  pub- 
lick,  fo  the  pubiick  has  no  right  to  the 
knowledge  of  them  \  and  indeed  the  Law 
has  provided  fuch  wholfome  remedies  a- 
gainft  all  thefe  enormities,  both  oi  pubiick 
zndprivate  Scandal,  thsit  I  fhould  have  had 
no  occafion  to  make  this  diftinftion  be- 
tween Freedom  and  Licentioufnefs  if  fome 
perfons  had  not  confounded  them  together, 
in  their  arguments  againft  the  Liberty  of 
the  Trefs. 

I  fhall  therefore  proceed,  in  a  very  con- 
cife  manner,  to  define  what  I  mean  by  this 
Liberty  and  wherein  it  truly  confifts  y  as 
well  as  to  fhew  what  are  its  proper  objefts, 
and  when  any  nation  may  be  laid  to  pof- 
fefs  this  blcffing  in  its  juft  and  proper  ty.- 

By 
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By  the  Liberty  of  the  Trefs  I  mean  (  as  I 
fuppofe  every  body  elfe  does  )  an  unreferved, 
difcretionary  power  for  every  man  to  pub- 
lifh  his  thoughts  on  any  fubjeft)  and  in  any 
manner,  which  is  not  exfrejly  forbidden  by 
the  Laws  of  the  Lmtd^  without  being  ob- 
liged to  apply  for  a  licence  or  privilege  for 
fo  doing.     In  fhort,  where  this  Liberty  pre- 
vails, every  author  has  a  right  to  print 
what  he  pleafes,  without  asking  any  body 
leave,  and  without  fearing  any  moleftation 
from  authority,  fo  long  as  he  keeps  within 
his  proper  bounds,  which  it  is  his  bufinefs 
to  take  care  not  to  tranfgrefs  ;  he  knows 
the  Laws  of  his  country,  and,  if  he  rafhly 
offends  againft  them,  he  muft  fubmit  to  the 
penalty. 

For  this  reafon,  in  England^  the  Trefs 
is  now  faid  to  h^free;  which  cannot  be  af- 
firmed of  it  in  France  and  other  arbitrary 
Governments,  where  no  man  can  publilh 
his  opinions  on  any  fubje£l,  without  firft 
fubmitting  them  to  the  examination  of  a 
certain  officer,  who  is  authorized  by  the 
Government  for  that  purpofe,  under  the 
title  of  Licencer  of  the  Trefs  ;  a  power 
which  ftill  prevails  in  our  Englifh  Uni ver- 
ities, and  was  but  lately  aboliflhed  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

Where  fuch  a  power  is  exercifed,  the 
Trefs  cannot  be  faid  to  hzfree  or  open  ;  be- 
caufe  this  officer  being  appointed  by  the  chief 

Magiftrate, 
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Magiftrate,  or  his  Minifters,  and  continu* 
cd  only  during  fleaftire^  it  cannot  be  fup=- 
pofed  that  he  will  grant  his  imprimatur  to 
any  Book,  Pamphlet,  or  Paper,  which  is 
written  with  a  view  to  difcredit  their  pro- 
ceedings, however  unjuft,  or  tends  in  any 
manner  to  give  them  offence. 

We  ought  therefore  to  eftecm  the  aboh'- 
tion  of  this  Ojfice  as  one  of  our  greateft 
acquifitions  in  the  caufe  of  Liberty^  and 
ufe  our  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevent  its 
being  ever  revived  among  us.  For  which 
purpofe,  we  fhould  keep  a  conftant  eye  up- 
on thofe  Men,  who  arc  fufpefted  to  be  no 
good  wifliers  to  it,  and  look  upon  it  as  a 
certain  fign  of  a  bad  Government,  when 
any  Minifter  attempts  to  deftroy  the  Liber ^ 
ty  of  the  Vrefs. 

The  next  point  to  be  confider'd^  is,  the 
obje6lof  this  Liberty^  or  on  what  fubjefts 
it  is  fuppofed  to  allow  us  to  debate  freely ; 
and  thofe  can  be  only  Government  and 
Religion  ;  for,  as  the  publick  welfare  of 
every  nation  depends  entirely  on  thcfe  two 
great  articles,  fo  they  are  the  only  points, 
on  which  any  Tyrant  or  arbitrary  Prince 
would  defirc  to  reftrain  our  thoughts- 
We  meet  with  no  inftance,  in  hiftory^  of 
any  nation  where  the  fubjeftsare  prohibit- 
ed from  writing  on  matters  of  indifference 
and  fpeculation,  or  from  venting  the  pro- 
duftions  of  their  idle  hours.  The  moft  fla- 

vifh 
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vifh  nations,  where  aay  degree  of  learning 
prevails,  abound,  as  much  as  ours,  with 
books  of  mere  entertainment  and  diverfion ; 
as  we  may  obfeuve  in  France^  Italy^  and 
Spain^  w^here  there  is  no  prohibition  of 
Plays,  NovC'Sj  Love-letters,  Travels  and 
Romances:  but  this  is  no  proof  of  the  Li- 
berty of  the  Trefs 'm  thofe  countries;  nor 
would  it  be  worth  contending  for  here  on 
fuch  accounts.  What  renders  it  fo  valu- 
able and  defirable  amongft  us,  is,  that  we 
have  hereby  an  opportunity  of  writing  up- 
on fubjefts  of  the  utmoit  importance,  fuch 
as  nearly  affeQ:  our  confciences  ,  our  liber- 
ties, and  eftates. 

I  do  not  mean  by  this,  (  as  I  have  already 
observed,  and  would  ,always  be  underftood) 
a  Liberty  to  undermine  the  fundamentals  of 
Government  and  Religion^  or  to  calumniate 
perfons  in  high  power;  neither  of  which 
ought  to  be  tolerated  in  any  Society ;  but 
a  Liberty  of  examining  the  principles  of 
om  faith  by  the  tefl:  of  Scripture  and  Rea- 
Ibn ;  of  declaring  our  judgment  in  all  dif- 
putable  matters,  and  of  expofing  the  cor- 
ruptions, impofitions,  and  ridiculous  claims 
of  fome  Clergymen ;  a  Liberty  of  giving 
our  opinion,  m  the  fame  manner^  of  all/^- 
litical  tranfaftions  ;  of  debating  the  great 
affairs  of  peace  and  war  ;  of  freely  deliver- 
ing our  fentiments  concerning  5ny  Laws 
which  are  in  agitation,  and  of  modeftly  of- 

f@rin2C 
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fering  our  reafons,  for  the  repeal  of  thofcj 
which  are  found  to  be  opprellive ;  a  Li- 
berty  of  fetting  forth  male-adminiftration, 
and  pleading  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances; 
of  expofing  mifmanagement  and  corrup- 
tion in  high  places,  and  difcovering  thele- 
cret  defigns  of  wicked  and  ambitious  Men* 

Herein  confifts  that  valuable  Liberty  be- 
fore defcribed,  which  is  the  ftrongeft  Bar- 
rier of  all  our  other  liberties,  hcthin  c/jurcb 
^ndjfate  ;  a  Liberty j,  which  has  contribu- 
ted to  lb  many  noble  tranlaclions  and  ex- 
traordinary events,  in  all  ages;  and  will,  I 
hope,  ftill  contribute  to  a  great  many 
more,  whenever  there  is  a  real  occafion  ; 
a  Liberty^  which  all  wife  and  difmterefted 
men  have  contended  for^  in  t^^trj  nation, 
and  particularly  in  our  own :  buti  fliall  treat 
of  this  m  ai.othei.  paper,  and  content  my 
felf,  at  prefenl",  witii  fhewing  when  any 
people  may  be  faid  to  pofTefs  this  glorious 
privilege  in  its  juft  latitude. 

I  have  already  taken  notice,  that  this 
Liberty  is  abfblutely  inconfiftent  with  the 
office  of  a  ptiblick  Licenfer  eftablifhed  by 
authority,  and  under  the  direction  of  men 
in  powers  But  neither  is  it  always  to  be 
found  even  in  thofe  countries,  where  there 
is  no  fuch  officer  ;  mifchievous  Politicians 
are  never  at  a  lofs  to  preferve  the  appea- 
rance^ when  they  have  a  mind  to  abolifh 
the  thing  j  a  lefTon^  that  was  firfl:  taught 
C  then^ 
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them  by  their  great  Mafter  Machiavel^ 
and  which  has  been  much  praftifed,  and 
wonderfully  improved,  fince  his  time. 

Thus,  in  fome  countries,  where  the 
greateft  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  is  fuppofed 
to  be  allowed,  very  little  in  reality  will  be 
found ;  for  the  cafe,  in  effefl:,  is  juft  the 
fame,  whether  their  Superiors  will  not  fuf- 
fer  them  to  publifh  anything,  without  their 
Licence^  or  whether  they  pretend  to  leave 
them  at  their  full  Liberty^  and  yet  have  al- 
ways fome  artifice  in  referve  to  punifh 
them,  for  ufing  this  Liberty  s  or  whether 
they  lay  fuch  heavy  duties  on  the  Vrefs^  as 
manifeftly  tend  to  prejudice  and  difcourage 
the  freedom  of  writing. 

A  young  unexperienced  author^  indeed^ 
thinks  it  a  great  happinels  that  he  lives  in 
a  country,  where  he  lies  under  no  reftraints 
in  tlie  publication  of  his  works,  but  the 
Laws  of  the  Land;  without  confidering 
that  the  ftrift  Letter  of  moft  Law;  is  often 
very  different  from  the  interpretation  which 
is  put  upon  them,  in  fome  fort  of  profe- 
cutions. 

The  praftice  of  Libelling  is  a  thing  of  fuch 
pernicious  confequence,  that  there  have  been 
Laws  made  to  punifh  it  in  all  civilized  So- 
cieties; which  Laws  ought  to  be  put  llrift- 
ly  in  execution;  but  the  misfortune  is,  that 
the  nature  and  feveral  fpecies  of  Libels  are 
not  afcertainM  by  any  of  thefe  laws,  but 
are  left  to  the  judgment  and  difcretion  of 

the 
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the  Courts  of  juftice  ;  from  whence  It  comeS 
to  pais  that,  in  bad  Reigns,  many  real  Pa- 
triots have  been  feverely  punifhed  under 
the  character  of  infamous  Libellers ;  feme 
of  whom  have  loft  their  ears,  and  others 
their  lives,  for  what,  in  a  good  reign^  they 
ought  to  have  their  Statues  ereAed  in 
Brafs.  A  perfon  who  applies  himfelf  to 
writing,  efpecially  upoii  political  fubjefts, 
fhould  never  forget  the  cafe  of  the  great 
Algernoon  Sydney,  which  is  fiijEficient 
to  convince  us  that  no  man  is  fafe  againft 
the  fubtilties  and  finelTes  of  Lawyers  and 
State-Chymifts,  who  can  extract  poifon 
out  of  the  moft  innocent  things,  and,  by 
tortured  conftruftions,  apply  the  penalties 
of  Statutes,  where  the  Legiflators  never  de* 
fign'd  them.  There  are  certain  Adepts  in 
this  profeffion,  who  can  prove  any  thing 
from  any  thing,  and  maintain  a  point  to 
be  Law,  or  not  to  be  Law,  juft  as  the  pre- 
fent  occafion,  at  any  timc^  requires ;  upon 
which  account,  they  are  conftantly  re- 
tained by  another  fet  of  men,  who  find  them 
to  be  of  great  advantage  in  the  coadud  of 
their  poHtical  Schemes. 

We  have  feen,  in  fomc  Reigns,  remote 
allegories,  ironical  expreflions,  and  the 
moft  diftant  innuendo's  explained,  by  fuch 
methods,  to  a  man's  deftruftion;  we  have 
feen  Printers  and  Bookfellers  menaced  and 
intimidated  with  arbitrary  feizures,  illegal 
C  2  con- 
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confinements  J  and  groundiefs,  vexatious 
profecutions ,  nay,  we  have  feen  fome  great 
men  ftoop  fb  low^  as  to  collogue  with 
common  News-writers  and  Journalifts,  in 
order  to  obftrufl:  all  avenues  to  Truth,  and 
induce  them^  by  bribes,  to  ferve  their  cor- 
rupt purpoles  with  fiftitious  intelligence 
and  falfe  reprefentations. 

From  this  negative  ftate  of  the  queftion, 
we  may  judge  when  the  Liberty  of  the 
Trefs  really  fubfifts  in  any  nation ;  for 
where  fuch  methods  are  prafliifed,  in  any 
degree^  there  can  be  no  fuch  Liberty  ; 
fince  a  privilege  which  is  invaded  and  fu- 
percededj  in  this  manner^  is  no  privilege 
at  all ;  it  is  indeed  only  the  manes  of  de- 
parted Liberty^  which  makes  the  lofs  of 
the  Jubjiance  the  more  grievous  to  us,  and 
is  a  melancholy  proof  that  wicked  men 
in  authority  will  ftick  at  nothing  to  invali- 
date fhe  juft  rights  and  privileges  of  their 
fellow-lubjefts,  when  they  ftand  in  compe« 
tition  with  their  corrupt  defigns. 


Thi 
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quod  Medicorum  efty 

Promittunt  Medici.  Hor. 


Monday,  "December  12. 

HERE  is  a  general  Com- 
plaint of  abufes  and  corrup- 
I  tions  in  all  Profeflions,  which 
is  moft  frequently  urged  by 
thofe  men  themfelvcs^  who 
are  the  chief  authors  and  oc- 
caiions  of  them.  If  you  employ  the  moft 
infamous  tool  of  the  Law,  he  will  begin 
with  exclaiming  zgdiin^foul  pra£lice^  and 
congratulate  you  on  your  good  fortune, 
which  did  not  let  you  fall  into  the  hands 
of  fbme  Tett'tfogers  about  Town.  In  like 
manner,  we  never  meet  with  the  term 
mercenary  Scrtblers^  wretched  Hackney -wrU 
ters^  Sciolijts^  Toetajiers^  and  fo  forth,  any 
where  lb  often  as  in  the  works  of  thofe 
miferable  vermin  themfelves.  What  is  more 
common,  than  to  hear  2i  City -Captain  in- 
veigh againft  our  late  military  promotions? 
or  to  fee  the  learning,  integrity,  and  mc- 
3  rirs 
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rit  of  our  reverend  Prelates,  call'd  in  quef- 
tion  by  little  faftious  Lefturers,  Curates, 
and  Sermon-jobbers. 

But  the  Faculty  of  Phyfick  abounds  with 
Impoftors,    Cheats    and  ignorant   Preten- 
ders, more  than  any  other  profeflion  what- 
fbevcr^  if  we  may  give  credit  to  the  con- 
ftant  declarations  and  complaints  of   the 
practitioners  themfelves;    in  which  num- 
ber I  include,  not  only  thofe  who  call  them- 
felves regular  Phyficians,  Surgeons,  and  A- 
pothecaries,    but  likewife  all  perfons  who 
make  it  their   bufinefs  to  preferve  health, 
and  repair  human  conftitutions,  from  Rofe- 
tnary-Lane^    and  Heydon-Tard  in  the  Mi- 
nories^   to  Tom\   Coffee-houfe  in  Covent- 
Garden^  and  from  thence  to  the  Kmg\  Afs- 
hottfe  \w  Tkad'illyj    with  all  their  interme- 
diate Stages  and  Dilpenfatories  of  Medi- 
cine ;    amongft  whom  there  are  continual 
clalliingSj  revilings,   and  mutual  exproba* 
tions;  they  are  for   ever  abufing  OxQC  an- 
other, as  ^lachj  Emperkksy  and  ignorant 
Tretenders^   recommending  their  own  re- 
medies to  us  as  the  only  original  and  truly 
J^r ej^ared  {pQcilacks;  at  the  fame  time  they 
kindly  forewarn  us  to  beware  of  Impof- 
tures,  trumpt  up  in  imitation  of   their  ap- 
proved remedies ;  for  which  purpofe  they 
direft  us  very  exactly  to  their    fliops  or 
houfes,    and  feal    their  preparations  with 
their  own  Coats  of  arms  to  J^revent  coun- 
terfeits. I 
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I  defign,  in  fome  future  paper,  to  exa- 
mine the  pretenfions  of  thefe  numberlefs  Ar- 
tifts,  and  to  make  a  faithful  report  to  the 
publick  of  their/ feveral  merits;  to  which 
end,  I  fliall  enquire  into  the  true  nature 
of  ^ackery^  and  cxpofe  Mala  Traxts  to 
the  World,  without  tavour,  prejudice,  or 
partiality^  wherever  I  find  it,  from  the 
great  Leeches  of  State,  down  to  the  hum- 
ble aftrological  Phyficians  in  Barbican  and 
Moorfields :  I  fhall  take  no  notice^  whe- 
ther they  are  Graduates,  or  not;  Fellows  of 
the  College,  or  Licentiates  only ;  whether 
they  loll  at  eafe  in  Spring  Chariots,  or  plod 
the  Streets  in  a  thread-bare  Cloak ;  whe- 
ther their  Fee  is  a  guinea  or  a  fliilling; 
whether  they  kindly  invite  you  to  their 
houfes  at  certain  hours,  or  will  hardly 
come  to  yours,  if  you  fend  for  them;  whe- 
ther they  are  favourite  Court-Opifiers  ^ 
Stage-Mountebanks,  itinerant  Horfe-Doc- 
tors ,  peripatetick  Tooth-drawers ,  Ocu» 
lifts.  Corn-cutters,  or  Barbcr-furgeons  ; 
whether  they  are  old  Men  or  old  Women  ; 
firft-born  or  feventh-born  Sons;.  I  fliall 
make  no  diftinftion  of  Climates  in  this  en- 
quiry, as  whether  they  are  Englijh,  French^ 
or  High  German  Doftors;  nor  trouble 
my  head  at  what  Univerfities  they  had 
theif  education  ;  or  whether  they  had  it  at 
any,  or  not ;  whether  they  praftife  in  pub- 
lick  or  private,    whether   they   trumpet 

their 
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their  own  cures  in  the  news  papers,  or 
cautioufly  murder  in  fecret,  and  give  the 
world  no  account  of  the  havock  which 
they  are  daily  making  m  this  great  Me- 
tropolis :  —  but  as  my  only  dcfign  is  to 
diftinguifh  merit  and  cietedt  impolture,  fo 
I  fhall  have  no  regard  to  any  thing  but 
truth  in  this  examination. 

If  I  find,  upon  enquiry,  that  the  famous 
Mr.  John  Moore  has  really  performed  fuch 
cures  with  his  JVorm-powder^  and  other 
Medicines,  as  he  afTures  us  he  has  done ; 
or  if  the  attefters  for  Dr.  ^"i^ggs  of  Coven^ 
try  prove  to  be  perfbns  of  reputation,  for 
probity  and  good  kn^Q-^  I  fhall  make  no 
fcruple  to  give  them  the  preference  to 
ibme  greater  names^  who  owe  their  fuccefs 
to  flattery  and  adulation,  or  to  the  intereft 
of  particular  Factions  and  Cabals. 

I  fliall  judge  in  the  fame  impartial  man- 
ner of  Seignior  Honorato  Fornelld^s  never 
failing  medicine  for  the  gravel  and  Jtoney 
which  he  recommends  to  the  World  by 
publickly  alluring  us,  that  he  is  no  Vhyfi^ 
cian-^  a  declaration,  which  is  fomewhat  e- 
quivocal,  and  feems  very  extraordinary  ixx 
whatfoever  {^n^Q  it  is  to  be  underftood. 
But  tho'  I  am  fo  candid  in  this  matter, 
and  am  refolv'd  to  adjuil  the  merits  of  all 
competitors,  by  the  cures  which  they  per- 
form, without  confidering  iheir  eda.'ation, 
charafter,   circumftances,    or    profelTions  ; 

yet 
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yet  I  would  advife  this  Gentleman  (for  fb 
I  think  he  calls  himfelf)  to  drop  thefe 
words  in  his  future  advertifements ,  left 
they  fliould  give  fome  umbrage  to  the  Col- 
legej  as  well  as  to  numberleTs  well-mean- 
ing perfons  in  this  Kingdom^  who  are 
firmly  perfuaded  that  it  is  not  abfolutely 
impoffible  for  a  Thyfician  to  underftand  his 
bufmefs. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  this  fea- 
Ibnable  caution  to  a  foreigner  (as  I  fup- 
pofe  this  Gentleman  to  be  by  his  name) 
that  he  might  not,  by  his  ignorance  of  cuf- 
toms,  draw  a  powerful  body  of  men  up«^ 
on  his  back,  who  mi^ht,  perhaps^  preju- 
dice the  publick  againil  what  I  am  willing 
to  believe  a  very  ufeful  and  excellent  re- 
medy. 

But  laying  "afide  all  thefe  particulars  for 
the  prefent,  I  cannot  help  diftinguifliing, 
in  this  paper,  one  oi  the  greatell  Arcana 
in  Phyfick,  which  either  this  or  any  age 
has  produced^  being  juftly  entitled, 

Catholicon   A  u  r  e  u  m    Bafilicum^ 

OR,       T  PI  E 

Royal  Golden  Specifick, 

''  \X7HICH  is  fo  well  known  m  all 

"     y  V      the  Courts  of  Europe^   and  lb 

*'  highly    approved  of    by   the  Nohility 

D  «  and 
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*^  and  Gentry   of    this  Kingdom,   for  its 
-^  wonderful  Virtues^  in  all  hypocondriacal 
^'  and    hyjierical    Diftempers,    that    it    is 
^^  juftly  elleemM  the  ^Oniverfal  Medicine ; 
*^  for  it  infallibly  cures  all  degrees  of  the 
*^  Spleen^  Vapors^  and  Melancholy^  be  they 
"  of  never  fo  long  duration,  or  from  what 
^'  ever  caufes  they  may  proceed;  whether 
^'  from  an  ill  ftate  of  health,  indigeftion^  and 
^^  flharp  bilious  humours ;  or  from  a  natural 
^^  Gloominefs  and  Saturnine  difpofition  of 
^^  Mind;    or  laftly,   from  misfortunes    in 
*^'  theworld,  occafioned  either  by  unavoid- 
^'  able  accidents,  or  by  luxury,  profufenefs, 
^'  and  gaming :   from  all  which,   this  inef- 
"  timable  medicine  gives  the  Patient  a  fafe 
^'  and    fpeedy    relief,    by    rectifying    the 
^^  juices,  purifying  the  blood,  and  ftrength- 
"  ning  the    digellion,     fo   that   all   black 
"  thoughts,  direful  apprehenfions,  and  dif- 
"  mal  foreboding  fears,   are   immediately 
*'  removed ;  in  the  room  whereof  fucceeds 
"  a  new  train  of  ideas,  which  renovate  the 
^'  whole  animal   ceconomy,   exhilerate  the 
'    heart,  occafion  brisk  and  fparkling  ima- 
ginations, chearful  dreams,  and  the  mofl 
lively  and  fanguine  fpirits.     In  a  word, 
it  reeovers  all  perfons,  as  it  were  by  in- 
^^  chantment^  from  thofe  incumbrances  of 
*^  the  mind,    which  occafion  a  dark   and 
*'  fplenatick  way   of    thinking,   and  puts 
"  them  in  a  ftate  of  perfeft  ferenity,  glad- 
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'^  nefs,  and  good  humour.  It  is  very  plea- 
^'  fant  to  the  palate,  and  may  be  taken 
^^  without  the  knowledge  of  the  nioft  m-^ 
"  timate  friend,,  acquaintance^  or  bcdfel- 
^'  low.  To  be  had  only  of  the  inventor 
^^  himfelf,  Doftor  Robert  King  (who 
^'  has  obtained  a  patent  for  the  fole  vend- 
"  ing  thereof)  at  his  own  houfe  over-a- 
"  gainft  Arlington-Street  J  in  Tkcadilly^ 
^^  where  he  is  to  be  advifed  with,  in  thefe 
"  diftempers^  every  morning  from  eight 
"  till  twelve^,  and  at  no  other  times,  un- 
^^  lefs  it  be  upon  very  extraordinary  occa- 
"  fions. 

N.  B.  Any  Terfon^  by  applying  to  the 
^o^or^  at  the  place  aforefaid^  may  be  far^ 
ther  fatisffd  of  the  Virtues  of  this  excel- 
lent  medicine^  and  of  fever al  great  cures 
which  it  has  perforni^d^  with  the  names  of 
perfons  who  are  ready  to  teftify  the  truth 
of  them^  and  direElims  where  they  may  hi 
fpoken  with. 


D  %  Thi 
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Res  nova  et  hfuetay  fupplicia  de  ftudiis  fumi :  Bono  her- 
cule  publico,  i^a  in  fcenat  ingeniofa  crudelitas  pofi  Ci- 
ceronem  invent  a  eji.  Quid  enim  futurum  fuit^  Ji  Trium- 
viris  Uhuijfet  ingenium  Ciceronis  profcribere  ?  Dii  meliuSy 
quod  eo  laeculo  ijta  ingeniorum  fupplicia  c<zperunt^  qm 
et  ingenia  dejterunt.  Sen* 


Friday,  T^ecember  i6, 

AVING  endeavouied,  in  a 
former  paper,  to  ftate  the  true 
nature  and  proper  extent  of  the 
liberty  of  the  Trefs^  or  the 
freedom  of  Ipeakiiig  and  pub- 
lifhing  our  thoughts ;  I  fhall  now  proceed 
in  the  fame  fuccin(9:  manner,  to  prove  that 
fuch  a  liberty^  as  is  therein  defined,  has 
been  agreeable  to  the  fentiments  and  prac- 
ticts  of  all  great  and  good  men  in  every  age 
and  every  nation. 

The  holy  Scriptures^  which  are  not  on- 
ly the  moft  atithentickj  but  alfo  the  mofk 
mtient  writings  now  extant  in  the  world, 
abound  with  inftances,  where  the  utmoft 
freedom  is  ufed  in  chaftifing  the  vices  and 
iniquities  of  thofe  ti;Ties.  It  is  the  imme- 
diate dii-eftion  of  God  himfelf  to  one  of 
his  prophetS;,  to  cry  aloud,   and  fpare  not; 
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to  lift  Up  his  voice  like  a  trumpet,  and 
fhew  his  people  their  tranlgre (lions,  and  the 
hotife  of  Jacob  their  Sins- 

The  Grecians  were  fo  far  from  having 
any  notion  of  reftraining  the  Freedom  of 
Speech  on  any  occafions,,  that  they  feem  to 
have  allowed  an  unjuftifiable  latitude  and 
even  licentioufnefs  in  their  publick  debates  ; 
as  might  be  amply  proved  from  the  wri- 
tings of  that  great  father  of  Oratory  2)^- 
rnojihenes  himfelf,  who  in  many  palTages 
of  his  Thilippick  Orations j  defcends  to  fuch 
appellations  and  forms  of  expreUion  as 
would  be  efteem'd,  in  this  age,  meer  jSiA 
linfgate  and  fcurrility.  The  courfe  lan- 
guage which  Homer  puts  into  the  mouths 
of  his  favourite  Heroes^  and  fometimes 
even  of  his  Gods  themfelves,  is  a  full  con- 
firmation of  the  Liberty  of  thofe  times, 
which  I  fhall  not  therefore  endeavour  to 
prove  any  farther  in  this  place;  becaufe  it 
will  be  mentioned  hereafter  with  more  pro- 
priety, and  the  fanftion  of  much  better  au- 
thority than  mine. 

If  we  come  to  the  Romans^  we  fliall 
find  them  in  the  full  poffelTion  of  this 
Liberty  for  feveral  ages ;  which  they  en- 
joy'd  not  only  in  Theory  and  Speculation, 
but  in  praftice  and  reality ;  not  only 
the  appearance  and  outward  fhew  of 
it,  but  the  fubftance  and  the  thing  it  felf, 
in  its  full  cxtent;i  without  any  limitations 

pr 
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or  reftriftions,  without  any  of  thofe  clogs 
and  refinements^  which  the  inventions  of 
latter  times  are ;  I  fay  they  enjoyed  it,  for 
feveral  ages ;  becaufe  when  corruption,  lux- 
ury, and  libertinifm  began  to  prevail  a- 
mongft  them,  they  alfo  loft  if,  vAhichwas 
the  forerunner,  as  it  conftantly  will  be  in 
every  Government,  of  the  fubverfion  of 
their  Conftitution,  and  the  lofs  of  all  their 
other  liberties. 

We  are  informed  by  Tacitus,  that  ^^i- 
gujius  was  the  firft  perfon  in  Rome  who 
took  cognizance  of  Scandalous  Libels^  un- 
der colour,  and  by  a  forced  conftruaion  of 
the  Lex  Majejiatis,  being  provoked  to  this 
method  of  proceeding  by  the  licentious  be- 
haviour  of  Cajjhis  Sever  us  ^  who  had  tra- 
duced feveral  illuftrious  perfons,  of  both 
fexes,  in  his  fatirical  writings;  and  that 
afterwards  Tiberius  fell  into  the  fame  pra-- 
aices^  exafperated,  in  like  manner,  by 
fome  lampoons  which  were  publilhM  againtt 
his  pride  and  cruelty,  by  unknown  authors. 

This  Lex  Majejfatis  was  a  fort  of  Law 
againft  High-Treafon',  which,  Tacitus^  ob- 
ferves,  bore  tlie  fame  title  in  former  times, 
but  that  it  was  then  put  in  execution  a- 
gainft  other  kind  of  oftences,  fuch  as  be- 
traying the  army,  fowing  fedttion,  or  lei- 
fening  the  Majefty  of  the  Roman  people  by 
Male-adminifiratmu  Actions ,  fays  he, 
were  condemned,  but  words  went  unpimlb  a. 

From 
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From  hence  we  may  perceive  the  evil 
coniequences  of  bad  ;precedents^  and  the 
danger  of  departing  in  any  degree  from  the 
original  intention  of  penal  Statutes;  for 
this  procedure  of  Augujiusj  in  llraining  a 
Law^  which  was  defign'd  only  againft  ac- 
tlons^  to  the  puniflhment  even  of  the  worji 
kind  of  writings,  paved  the  way  for  his 
next  fuccefTor  to  profecute  the  moft  innocent 
books,  and  deftroy  entirely  that  jttjt  liber- 
ty j  which  is  the  greateft  bleifing  of  a  free 
people. 

As  this  method  of  condemning  books 
and  punifhing  authors  became  a  frequent 
praftice  in  fucceeding  reigns,  fo  it  gave 
birth  to  that  beautiful  refleftion  of  Seneca^ 
which  I  have  chofen  for  my  motto  to  this 
paper,  and  may  be  tranflated,  for  the  ufe 
of  rny  Englifh  readers,  in  tliis  manner  ; 
The  jptinifhment  of  learned  Men^  fays  he^ 
livas  a  new  and  umifual  thing :  haf'py  was 
it  for  the  ftiblick^  that  thefe  cruel  penal- 
ties  againji  Wit  were  invented  after  TuUy'i" 
death  :  for  what  would  have  been  the  con- 
fequence^  if  the  Triumvirate  had  thought 
fit  to  baniflj  the  Works  of  Cicero  ?  The 
Gods  more  wifely  ordained^  that  fuch  me- 
thods of  punt^otng  ingenious  yi^n  [hould  be- 
gin in  that  age^  when  Genius  itfelf  jhould 
ceafe  in  the  world. 

If  we  defcend  to  later  ages,  we  fliall 
conftantly  obferve,   upon   a  ftrid  Review 

of 
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of  the  Hiftories  of  all  nations,  that  Liberty 
in  general  has  always  flourifhed  in  the 
greateft  perfeft'on,  where  the  Liberty  of 
writing  has  been  moft  encouraged ;  and 
when  this  freedom  declines  by  any  checks 
put  upon  the  Trefs^  that  Tyranny  and 
fervitude  increafe  in  proportion  :  for  which 
reafon^  thofe  perfons  who,  in  any  age,  have 
been  the  Patrons  oi  popular  Liberty^  have 
always  been  the  champions  for  the  Freedom 
of  the  Trefs^  which  was  never  reftrained 
but  in  order  to  ferve  fome  bad  defign,  in 
wicked  reigns  or  under  corrupt  adminiftra- 
tions. 

What    glorious  complaints   and   remon- 

ftrances  did  our  Forefathers  make  againft 

the  cruel  and  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the 

Star 'Chamber  and  High  CommiJJion  Courts  ? 

How  did  the  JVhigs  of  old  exclaim  againft 

feveral  profecutions   m  the  reign  of  King 

Charles  and  King  James  the  fecond  ?  Who 

has  not   heard  of  the   great  Mr.  Sydnef% 

cafe  ?   And  who,  that  has  the  leaft  notion 

of  Liberty^  does  not  abhor  the  proceedings 

againft  him  ?  which  feem  to  be  of  the  fame 

nature  with  thofe  fet  on  foot  under  An- 

gtijhis  and  Tiberius^  by  conftruing  private 

Writings  into  Overt-adis  ^   and  punifhing 

them  by  the  Laws  againft  High  Treafon, 

Scribere  eft  agere^  will  always  be  efteem'd 

by  men  of  fenfe  and  probity,  as  a  moft  un- 

]uft,  arbitrary,  and  tyrannical  interpretation. 

2  But 
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But  to  come  yet  nearer  to  our  own 
time^,  and  to  iriftances  which  almofl:  every 
man  living  may  remember,  - — how  ftre- 
nuoufly  did  the  whole  body  onVhigs  con- 
tend tor  the  Libtrty  of  the  Trtf-  at  the  latr 
ter  end  of  the  late  reign  ?  and  how  boldly 
did  they  put  it  in  piafti jc  ?  what  a  noble 
itand  did  Sir  Kicbard  Stede  make  againft 
the  proceedings  of  thofc  times,  in  his 
foil  tic  al  writings  •*  with  what  unufual 
treedom  were  the  characters  and  conduQ: 
of  the  greateft  perfons  fet  forth  in  the  Med- 
ley^ and  High-German  Docior  f  and  what 
a  multitude  of  books,  pamphlets,  and  pa- 
pers, to  the  fame  purpofe,  were  publiilied 
at  that  juncture?  Every  body  knows  lioha 
were  the  Patrons  and  Encouragers  of  thofe 
Writings ;  and  who  have  fince  rewarded 
fhe  authors  of  them;  which,  however  dif- 
guifed  under  Fable  and  Q.4llegory^  would 
not  have  efcaped  in  fome  Reigns  ?  but  I 
rnuft  do  the  perfons  then  in  power  the  ju- 
ftice  to  own,  that  they  geuerally  fuiferM 
thefe  writings  to  be  publiiliM  with  impu- 
nity,  and  contented  therafelves  with  apply- 
ing argument  to  argument,  and  anfwering 
one  piece  of  Wit  or  Satire  with  another. 
The  only  inftances  of  any  feverity,  which 
we  meet  with,  are  burning  the  Bifliop  of 
St;  AJapFs  immortal  Treface^  and  expelling 
Sir  Richard  Steele  out  of  the  Houje  ofCom^ 
mdns :  but  we  meet  with  no  grievous  ira- 
E  prifonmcnts^ 
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prifonments,  no  expenfive  profecutions,  or 
burthenfome  fines,  in  the  hiftory  of  that 
Adminiftration. 

In  the  cafe  of  Sir  Richard  Steele^  I  ob- 
ferve  with  pleafure  fome  of  the  greateft 
names  now  in  the  kingdom,  who  ap- 
pear on  the  lift  of  his  friends  as  publick 
affertors  of  the  Liberty  of  wr/>i;/^,  by  vo- 
ting with  the  Minority  againft  his  ex-puU 
fion. 

The  prefent  moft  excellent  Bifliop  of^^- 
rum  has  been,  for  many  years,  a  zealous 
advocate  for  \\\z  freedom  Qii^^2X^  and  Li- 
berty of  writing  on  all  fubjefts,  both  re- 
ligious and  'political ;  and  has  not  only  ex- 
ercifed  it  himfelf,  in  the  moft  unwearied 
manner,  for  the  fervice  of  his  country,  but 
has  conftantly  pleaded  for  the  fame  right 
in  others,  and  will,  I  doubt  not,  re- 
fume  this  glorious  topick,  whenever  there 
is  a  proper  occafion. 

We  are  at  prefent  in  no  danger  of  fee- 
ing it  abridged.  Thofe  at  the  helm  were 
friends  to  this  privilege  hefore  they  were 
in  power,  and  have  done  nothing  [mce  to 
make  them  affraid  of  it.  But  if  any  Mi- 
nifters  for  the  future,  either  in  this  or  a- 
ny  other  nation,  fliould  attempt  to  deftroy 
it  by  indirefl:  methods  of  punifloing  wri- 
ters, I  fliall  offer  only  one  argument  to 
difluade  them  from  it,  *viz.  that  it  is  not 
sheir  inUreJh  for  let  them  punifh  an  au- 
thor 
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thor  ever  fo  feverely,  it  will  in  no  meafure 
depreciate  his  writings^  but  on  the  con- 
trary add  to  their  value,  and  give  them 
more  authority ;  befides,  a  Man,  who  has 
determined  to  facrifice  his  intereft  fo  far  as 
to  write  againft  Men  in  power,  ought  to 
have  refolution  enough  to  fuffer  any  unpit 
punifliment  which  they  can  infliO:;  it  be- 
comes only  the  awkard  politicks  oi  Monks 
and  Pedants^  to  think  of  furpreffing  truth 
and  difcrediting  a  Man^s  Writings,  or  de- 
terring an  author,  confcious  of  his  inno- 
cence, from  proceeding  in  his  Studies,  by 
arbitrary  penalties,  cenfures,  and  prohibiti- 
ons. I  cannot  illuftrate  this  point  better, 
nor  conclude  this  Subjeft  more  properly, 
than  by  a  paflage  out  of  the  Roman  Hifto- 
ry,  as  it  is  recorded  by  the  fame  excellent 
writer  before-mentioned,  in  the  Life  of 
Tiberius, 

He  tells  us,  "  That,  in  the  Confulfhip  of 
*^  Cornelius  Cojjiis  and  oAfinim  eAgrippa^ 
**  Cremutim  Cordus  was  indidcd  for  a  new 
*'  and  till  then  unheard-of  Crime,  viz.  that 
*'  in  fome  oAnnals ^  which  he  had  ^ullifhedj 
^'  hehadffoien  in  praife  c/Marcus  Brutus, 
"  and  faid^  that  Caius  CaflTius  was  the 
^'  LAST  Roman.  Satrius  Secundum  and 
"  Tinarius  Natta^  two  Creatures  of  Seja^ 
^'  nus^  were  his  accufers,  which  was  a  bad 
*'  Omen  to  the  Criminal,  and  befides  the 
?!  Emperor  himfelf  heard  his  defence  with 
^  %  ^^  a  wrath- 
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^'  a  wrathful  Coiirrrnance;  which  Cre- 
^'  mutiu/s^  having  given  over  ail  hope^.  of 
*'  Life,  began  in  this  manner. 

Fathers, 

MY  words  only  are  called  in  quefti- 
on ;  which  is  a  certain  ngn  that 
yny  oAiiions  are  innocent.  But  neither  do 
rny  words  relate  either  to  the  Emptror.  or 
the  Emperor'j  Mother,  and  therefore,  not 
within  the  Law  of  High-Trtafc:^!.  I  am 
charged  with  having  fpoken  in  corv-nivnda- 
tion  of  ^Brtitw  and  Cajfim,  whofe  acvions 
a  multitude  of  Authors  have  related,  and 
none  of  them  have  ir-entioz^ed  without 
Honour.  Livy,  tlie  mcll  famous  of  all  Hi- 
ftorians,  both  for  Eloquence  and  V  eracity, 
extolled  Pern  fey  in  fo  lofty  a  mam  er,  that 
Jtigufim  ufed  to  call  him  To:nfeianus ; 
nor  was  this  any  Bar  to  their  future  friend- 
fhip ;  he  no  where  mentions  Scipo  and 
Jfranius,  nor  even  tliis  very  CaJJius  and 
Brutus  as  Rollers  and  Parricides,  which 
are  now  grown  fafhionabie  terms,  but  of- 
ten gives  them  the  Title  of  great  and  emi- 
nent Men.  The  v/ritings  of  oAfinius  Pollio 
make  worthy  m.ention  or  the  lame  perfons; 
and  Mejjala  Corvinus  called  Cajliui  his  Ge- 
neral-^ yet  both  of  thefe  flouriflied  in 
wealth  and  honours.  In  what  other  man- 
ner did  C^far,  whtn  Di^iator^  treat  that 
:^;    .  ?;  > ,.    Book 
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Book  of  Cicero^  in  which  he  makes  Cato 
equal  to  the  Gods,  but  by  endeavouring 
to  afijwer  it  in  an  Oration]  and  appeahng 
to  the  world  tor  the  Jtlftice  of  his  Caule? 
The  Letters  of  Antony^  and  the  Speeches 
of  'Brutus  conrain  a  great  many  bitter  and 
^undcferved  reproaches  upon  Wlugufinst. 
The  verfes  oiBihacuhs  and  Catullus^  which 
are  fluffed  with  reflexions  upon  the  C^fars^ 
are  ftill  read.  But  even  Divine  Jidi^s  and 
oAtiguftus  themfelves  fuffered  thefe  things, 
and  pafb  them  over  with  impunity ;  whe° 
ther  more  out  of  Moderation  or  Trudence^ 
is  not  eafy  to  determine  ;  for  fuch  things 
die  of  themfelves,  when  defpiled;  whereas 
Refentment  is  a  tacit  Confeflion  of  Guilt. 
I  ftiall  not  mention  the  Gr^cians^  amongft 
whom  not  only  Liberty^  but  even  Licen-^ 
tioufnefs  met  with  indemnity  ;  or,  if  any 
one  took  offence  at  it,  he  revenged  wards 
v/ith  words  only.  But  it  was  always  more 
particularly  allowable  for  any  Man  to  fpeak 
with  the  utmoft  freedom  of  thofe,  whom 
death  had  exempted  from  the  power  ei- 
ther of  hatred  or  favour.  Do  I  endeavour,^ 
by  my  writings,  to  ftir  up  the  people  to 
fedition  and  civil  war,  whilft  "Brutus  and 
Coffins  are  actually  in  arms  and  encamped 
on  the  plains  ofPbilipp?  or  have  they  not 
been  dead  above  thefe  feventy  Years,  fo 
that  they  are  known  only  by  their  Statues, 
which  even  the  Conqueror  has  not  de- 

.  faced, 
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faced,  or  by  that  faint  Refemblance,  which 
|s  to  be  found  in  the  works  of  Hiftorians. 
Pofterity  gives  to  every  man  the  praife 
which  he  deferves;  nor  will  there  be 
wanting  thofe,  who,  if  I  am  condemned, 
will  not  only  remember  'Brutus  zndCaJJius^ 
but  Me  alfo. 

"  Having  finiflied  his  Speech,  he  went 
*'  out  of  the  Senate  and  put  an  end  to  his 
*'  Life  by  Ahftinence.  The  Fathers  or- 
*^  dered  his  Books  to  be  'Burnt  by  the 
^^  Jidiles;  notwithftanding  which,  they 
*'  remained  in  private  hands,  and  were 
*'  fecretly  difperfed.  From  whence,  fays 
the  Hiftorian^  we  may  judge  of  the  ridi- 
culous Folly  of  thofe,  who  imagine,  by 
frtfent  Tower y  to  extinguifh  even  the 
memory  oifucceeding  ages ;  whereas,  on 
*'  the  contrary,  the  Trofecution  of  ingenU 
"  ous  Books  gives  them ^r^/^/^^r  Authority  \ 
"  nor  have  either  foreign  Tyrants,  or 
*^  thofe  who  have  exercifed  the  fame  kind 
"  of  feverity  amongft  us,  gain'd  any  thing 
^'  but  Infamy  to  themfelves^  and  Glory  to 
f  thofe  whom  they  have  punilhed.'^ 


The 
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Monday,  December  19. 


To  Cdeb  lyjnvers  Efq-, 

Sir,  Cornhill^  Dec.  14,  1725 

J^^p^^^S]  H  O'  you  feem  to  have  applied 
y^pp^^  the  greatell:  part  of  your  life 
"^  to  Philological  and  Political  flu- 
dies^  yet  I  promife  my  felf, 
from  what  you  have  already  pub- 
lifh'd,  that  you  will  not  refufc 
your  affiltance  towards  clearing 
up  any  point  which  may  be  of  fervice  to  your 
Country  ^  efpecially  on  fo  important  a  fubjedt  as 
Trade,  which  is  the  great  bafis  and  fupport  of  the 
Britipj  Nation. 

1  (hall  not,  at  prefent,  enter  into  the  -dif- 
pute,  how  far  Monopolies  or  exclufve  Corporations ^ 
of  any  kind,  are  prejudicial  to  commerce  in  ge- 
neral •,  but  (hall  only  obferve,  that  if  they  are,. 
in  any  degree,  pernicious  to  a  trading  kingdom, 
tho'  never  fo  well  regulated  and  honeftly  ma- 
naged, they  muft  be  infinitely  more  fo  when 
they  come  to  be  abufed,  and  fall  under  a 
fraudulent  and  corrupt  direftion^  for  in  fuch  cafe 
they  are  not  properly  Companies ^  but  illegal 
Combinations  of  wicked  Men  confederated  toge- 
ther, in  order  to  cheat  and  impofe  upon  their 
fellovz-fubjeftsv 

Sinc-«- 
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,  Since  therefore  it  has  been  thought  expedient^ 
by  the  wifdom  of  the  Legiflature,  for  divers 
weighty  reafons  and  political  ends,  to  eredl 
certain  great  <^07?;pm>j  of  Merchants  in  this  king- 
dom, and  in  veil:  them  with  Charters  to  carry 
on  a  feparate  trade  to  feveral  parts  of  the. 
World*,  the  utmofi  care  ought  to  be  taken, 
that  the  original  defign  of  their  incorporation 
may  not  be  perverted  and  abufed*,  for  if  the 
Managers  of  any  of  thofe  Companies^  not  con- 
tent with  large  Salaries,  and  the  moft  benefici- 
al Branches  of  Cornmerce^  excluiive  of  the  refb 
of  their  Country-men,  fliould  endeavour  to  raife 
an  unjufl:  profit  by  cUndeftine  and  corrupt  me- 
thods, the  confequence  would  be  fo  fatal,  not 
only  to  the  joint  proprietors  of  the  Stock,  and 
all  trading  perfons,  but  to  the  kingdom  in  ge- 
neral, that  fuch  praftices  ought  never  to  efcape 
with  impunity.  And,  indeed,  the  exemplary  pu- 
nifhment,  which  was  inflidled  on  the  late  South- 
Sea-Dlredors  and  others,  for  notorious  male-be- 
haviour and  breach  of  truft,  leaves  us  no  room. 
to  doubt  that  all  future  mif-management  and 
unwarrantable  pradices,  either  in  that  or  any 
other  Company,  will  meet  with  the  fame  ftrid 
examinatmi  and  juft  fever Ity. 

Thefe  Were  always  my  thoughts  concerning 
Trade  and  Companies'^  but  they  have  been  lately 
refrefhed  in  my  mind,  by  the  difcourfe  which 
has  been  current  about  town,  concerning  fome. 
frauds  which  are  laid  to  have  been  difcovered 
at  a  late  Sale  of  Eaft-India  goods.  I  own,  I  gave 
no  credit  to  thefe  rumors  at  firfl:,  which  I  look'd 
on  as  fome  of  the  ufual  artifices  of  difaffedted 
and  ill-defigning  men^  for  as  it  is  at  beft  a  dif- 
putable  point,  whether  that  Trade  is  really  of 
any  advantage  to  this  kingdom  or  not,  ^o  I  was 

unwilling' 
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unwilling  to  believe  that  any  perlbns,  who  are 
concerned  in  the  direction  of  it,  would  Hoop 
to  fiich  fcandalous  Colin fions  as  mnfl  entirely 
deftroy  that  little  ber?cfit,  if  any,  which  accrues 
to  us  from  this  branch  of  Conunerce  ^  efpecially 
at  a  time,  when  we  are  faid  to  be  in  danger  of 
being  involved  in  an  expenfive  and  bloody  War, 
almoft  on  purpofe  to  fupport  the  interefl  of 
that  Company  :  but  I  could  not  help  believing 
that  there  mufl;  be  fomething  more,  than  I  at 
firfl  apprehended,  in  thefe  reports,  upon  reading 
feveral  advertifements,  in  the  publick  prints, 
defiring  Jli  Buyers  of  Piece  Goods  of  the  Vmted 
'Eaft'lndia.  Compa-ay  to  meet  the  i  ft  of  December  at 
the  Crown  Tavern  behind  the  Royal- Exchange^  on  fpe^ 
cial  affairs  ^  and  1  was  farther  confirm'd  in  this, 
by  the  late  proceedings  at  a  general  Court  of  the 
Eall-India  Company. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  been  prefent  at 
this  meeting,  being  an  hearty  well-wifher  to  the 
profperity  of  Trade^  in  which  I  have  been  long 
concerned,  and  very  deiirous  of  acquainting  my 
feif  with  all  tranfadions  and  occurrences  of  that 
nature  •,  but  I  was  difappointed  in  my  delign 
by  a  fudden  indifpofition,  which  prevented  me 
from  going  abroad^  fo  that  I  can  judge  of  that 
affair  only  by  hear-fay^  and  from  what  has  been 
made  publick  in  the   Whitehall  Evening  Pofi. 

Upon  reading  the  account  of  ihQ^ Proceedings 
and  Refolutions  of  the  General  Court ^  pubiifh'd  m 
that  paper  on  Saturday  the  loth  inllant,  lean- 
not  help  thinking  it  very  defeBive  and  prejudi- 
cial to  the  honour  of  that  Company  as  well  as  to 
the  charader  of  Mr.  Eccleftone  ^  for  we  find  the 
Complaints  of  the  Merchants  and  Traders^  Buyers  of 
Piece-Goods,  contained  in  a  Remonfirance  and  two 
^eprefentaticnsy  fet   forth   there   in    the  Itrongelfc 

?  light 
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light -^  whereas  the  mod  weak  and  frivolous  an-- 
fwers  are  returned  to  them  on  the  part,  as  it 
h  affirm'd,  of  the  Court  of  BireBors ;  and  the' 
Mr.  Ecdeftone  is  fa  id  to  have  fpent  a  great  deal 
of  time  in  proving  his  inmcencCj  which  he  did  ve-ry 
handfornely  •,  yet  all  the  world,  except  thofe  who 
vifere  prelent  at  this  aOembly,  are  left  entirely 
in  the  dark  as  to  the  manner  or  fubflance  of 
his  defence.  In  order  to  judge  of  this  the  bet- 
ter, it  will  be  necefiary  to  review  the  account 
of  this  affair,  article  by  article,  as  it  ftands  in 
the  paper  before-mention'd,  which  begins  thus: 

E^y}- India  Hoiife^  Friday ^  Dec  p.  1725. 
'^  T^HIS  day  was  held  here  a  general  Court 
«'  X  ^^  ^"^^  United  Company  of  Merchants 
*'  of  England^  trading  to  the  Eaft^Indies,  when 
"  they  cook  into  condderation  the  complaints 
"  of  the  Merchants  and  Traders,  buyers  of  piecc- 
^'  goods  at  the  Company's  fales,  contain'd  in  a 
^^  ^Remonflrance  of  the  faid  Merchants,  &c,  to  the 
^'  Court  of  Diredors,and  in  two  Reprefentations  deli- 
"  ver'd  by  the  Managers  for  the  faici  merchantSj^c-. 
"  to  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Court  of  Di- 
^^  rcclors  to  inquire  into  theW^jlj/pand  complaints 
'^^  of  the  Buyers:  wherein  was  fet  forth,  at  large, 
^^  That  at  the  late  Sale  of  the  Gurrahsy  by  the 
'^  iliip  Eylesy  a  large  quantity  were  all  put  up 
"  at  17/.  a  great  part  of  which  were  difcovered 
^^  to  be  of  a  much  better  fort  than  the  famples, 
*^  which  occafioned  the  Jdjournment  of  the  faid 
^'  fale^  to  the  difappointment  of  thofe^  who,  by 
*'  their  private  fore-knowledge  of  that  affair,  would 
^^  have  made  an  unjuft  gain^  at  the  Company's 
«^  expence^  and  have  done  a  matiifefi  i?ijury  to  the 
"  [efs  knowing  buyers.  That  thofe  Directors,  who 
^«  are  buyers  at   thefe  fales^   have  evidently  too 

"  much 
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*^  much  advantage  of  others :  and  that  even  the 
"  Dutch  Buyers  have  often  had  the  fame  m/juft 
"  advantages  communicated  to  them,  by  fome 
"  means  or  other,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
"  Company  J  and  of  the  fair  buyers  of  our  nation^ 
"  who  would  have  been  ruined  by  fuch  a  courfe 
"  of  trade,  and  the  Company  mult  have  been  de- 
"  prlvcd  of  any  other  buyers  than  their  own  Dl- 
"  reBors  and  the  Dutch  Gentlemen^  or  fuchascould 
"  obtain  an  equal  knowledge  with  them,  of  this 
"  fecret,  That  found  and  fine  goods  were  to  be 
"  bought  by  damaged  and  coarfe  [ambles.  That 
"  therefore,  upon  the  mod  mature  confideration 
"  of  the  knowledge  the  buying  DireBors  mud  have 
"  of  the  Company's  inveftments,  and  likewife 
"  of  the  cnfts  and  variations  of  all  the  goods, 
"  and  their  necefTary  DireBion  of  the  fales^  there 
"  can  be  no  effdiual  remedy  of  thefe  evils,  un- 
"  lefs  all  the  buyers  be  put  upon  the  fame  foot, 
"  and  equally  acquainted  with  the  variations  of 
<^  co(ls\  and'unlefs,  for  the  future,  no  Director^ 
"  direaiy  or  indiredlly,  be  permitted  to  be  a 
"  BoYKR  at  any  of  the  Company  s  fales^  which 
"  is  the  known  pradice  of  the  Dutch  Eafi-Indla 
«  Company." 

Can  any  thing  be  more  ftrongly  drawn  up 
than  this  plain  Reprefentation  ?  or  can  any  corn- 
plaints  be  more  juft^  provided  the  faBs^  therein 
charged,  are  really  true?  And  if  they  are  foy 
what  demands  can  be  more  reafonable  than  thofe 
which  the  OmpUinants  make,  in  order  to  prevent 
ejfcEhually  thefe  evils  for  the  future  ? 

As  to  that  part  of  the  charge  which  relates 
to  thQ  Dutch  Gentlemen,  lam  very  loth  to  believe 
the  fad  to  be  true,  and  heartily  wiih  that  the 
Comflainants  may    find    themfelves    miftaken  in 

F  2  fucii 
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fuch  a  fuggeition :  for  how  romantick  and  ridi- 
culous woui4  it  appear,  if  we  fhould  lavilhly 
exhaufl:  the  blood  and  treafiire  of  Great- Britain^ 
in  order  to  prevent  one  foreign  paver  from  in- 
terfering with  us  in  this  branch  of  commerce, 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  fuppofed  profit  of  it 
is  perfidioudy  betray'd  into  the  hands  of  ^;7o;krf 
1  can  fee  ro  difference  in  the  cafe-,  nor  fhould 
any  preference  be  given  to  either  of  thefe  Pow- 
ers, both  of  whom  are  equally,  as  yet,  our  good 
friends  and  allies,  if  that  were  any  thing  to 
the  pnrpofe  ^  but  fmce  Trade  is  the  bone  of  con- 
tention, it  is  of  little  ccnfequence  to  a  fair-dealing 
Britifio  Merchant  whether  it  be  a  pretended  friendy 
or  a  profefs'd  enemy ^  that  takes  it  from  him. 

But  let  us  now  proceed  to  the  anfwer^  which 
the  author  of  this  paper,  in  the  name  of  the 
Court  of  BireBorSj    makes    to    theie    Reprefentati- 

"  After  this,  fays  k,  the  anfxver  of  the  Court 

"  of  Dired;ors  to  the  faid  Remonftrance  and  two 

'^  Rcprefentations,  was  alfo  read,  fetting  forth,  that 

"  upon  an  accidental  difcovery,  at  the  Company's 

"  late  fale^  of  a  mlftah  committed  in  the  fam^ 

"  pies  of  the  piece-goods,  they   had    thereupon 

*'  enquired  into  the  affair,  and  had  found  one  of 

"  the  Company's  fervants  guilty  of  fome  negleB 

^^  In  th.e  duty  of  his  poft,  and  that  the    Court 

"  of  Diredl:ors  had  funijhed  him  for  his  crime^  by 

*^  fafpending  him  from  his    Office,   and  he  had 

*'  remained    fafpended    ever   fince :    that  having 

"  done   this,    they    were    defirous  of  giving  all 

*'  reafonable  fatisfadion  to  the  buyers  for  the  fu- 

"  ture^  and  they  had  therefore  called  this  General 

"  Court  to  receive  their  Direftion  upon  the  pre- 

*'  fent  extraordinary  occalion." 

I  flip- 
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I  fnppofe  thef^.'  declarations^  faid  to  be  made 
by  the  C^'.ii"  o{  DlrcSlorsy  were  not  only  barely 
fet  forth  in  their  anfwer^  but  alfb  proved,  by 
unqiieftionable  evidence,  to  be  true-^  I  prefume 
it  aprcuied,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  this  ajffair 
of  the  f ample s  was  really  a  mistake,  and  owing 
only  to  the  neglect  of  one  of  the  Company's 
Servants;  that  this  fervant  was  named  and 
produced  in  the  Court;  that  he  there  acknowled- 
ged his  offence,  and  gave  the  Complainants  juft 
reafon  to  believe,  that  he  was  under  no  man- 
ner of  influence^  nor  received  any  orders,  direcH:- 
ly  or  indire<^ly,  in  this  affair ;  in  v;hich  cafe,  I 
think  the  poor  man  fufiiciently  puniihed,by /z^/^ 
penfton  from  his  office,  though  it  were  for  never 
fo  fljort  a  time,  I  muft  fuppofe  all  this,  becaule 
the  Jimple  allegations  of  the  greatefl:  body  of  men 
in  the  world,  in  a  matter  of  this  confequencc, 
and  in  anfvver  to  fuch  ftrong  reprefentations  and 
violent  fufpicionsj  would  not  be  thought  fatisfaclo- 
ry  in  any  Court  of  jullice.— -I  am  glad  however 
''  that  they  were  defirous  of  giving  all  reafona- 
"  hie  fatisft^ion  to  the  Buyers  for  the  future  •,  and 
"  that  they  had  called  this  General  Court  to  re- 
"  ceive  their  direBion,  upon  the  prefent  extraor- 
"  dinary  occafion." — Let  us  therefore  fee  how  the 
"   matter  went  on. 

'^  Then  the  Debate  was  opened  by  the  Ma- 
"  nagers  for  the  Merchants,  who  infilled  upon 
*^  the  faBs  and  propoptions  laid  down  in  their 
"  printed  Remonfirance  and  Reprefentations  \  upon 
"  which  it  was  moved,  that  they  fhould  declare, 
"  whether  they  meant  to  charge  the  Court  of 
"  Directors  with  the  mifmanagement  alledged,  or 
^^  only  fome  particular  perfons  in  the  Direclion* 
"^  And  it  was  determin'd,  not  to  be  a  complaint 
^'  againft    the   whole    Body    of  the  Directors, 

"  but; 
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*^  but  that  one  of  them,  Mr.  Eccleftone  by  narne^ 
"  had  been  guilty  of  a  great  breach  of  tru^^  in 
"  making  ufe  of  his  previous  knowledge  of  that 
"  mlftake  in  the  Samples^  at  the  Sale^  to  the  de- 
"  t r i  m  e  n  t  o f  t  h  e  Ci? ^wp^^/y. 

"  At  length,  after  this  had  been  long  can- 
"  vaflld,  Mr.  Ecdeflom  made  his  defence^  and 
"  fpent  a  great  deal  of  time  in  proving  his 
^^  innocence-^  and  this  he  did  fo  hmdfomely^  and 
*'^  Vvith  fo  n>nch  Succefs,  that  when  the  quefti- 
"  on  was  called  for,  Whether  Mr.  Eccleftone  he 
"  guilty  of  a  Breach  of  Truft,  &c,  another  was 
^^  moved,  and  fcconded,  viz..  That  the  putting  the 
"  faid  Oueflion  he  adjourned^  fine  Die  ^  which  was 
*'  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  great  majori- 
''  ty." 

1  think  it  abfolutely  neceflary,  for  the  full  jiif- 
tification  of  the  Company  m  general,  and  of  Mr.  Ec- 
cleflone  in  particular,  that  this  notable  harangue 
ir.ay  be  made  as    publick  as    the  late    rumours 
and  afperfions  on  his  character  have  been  •  which 
were  not  confined  to    that  particular    body  of 
men,    whom  fuch  reports   moft  concerned,  nor 
to  one  corner  of  the  town,  but  have  been  fpread 
through  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  become 
the  fubjcft  of  general  indignation.     Neither  cant 
I  make  the  leaft  doubt   that   Mr.  Eccleftone  will 
refufe  this  fatisfa(f^ion  to  the  world,  as  well   as 
tliis  jnfticc  to  himfelf :,  fince  as  we  are  all   fen* 
fible  of  that  Gentleman's  excellent  talent  atfpeech- 
making,  fo  I  am  ready  to  agree  with  this  wri- 
ter, that  it  muil  be  a  very  handfome,  clear,  and 
majierly  defence,   which   could  meet  with    fuch 
wonderful  Succefs^  as   to  produce  an  adjournme?itj 
Sine  Die,  of  the  ^uefllon,  whether  h&  was  guilty.,  or 
not'-)  for  the  r/?5!p^?t/^/deciiion  of  whicii,  they  were 

alTembled 
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allembled    together    in    this  extraordinary  man- 
ner. 

"  However,  as  the  writer  goes  on^  for  the  Sa- 
*'  tisfattion  of  the  Buyers^  who  had  railed  this 
^^  Storrriy  it  was  refolved,  that,  for  the  future, 
"  at  the  Sales  of  Piece-goods,  there  fiiall  be  dtf^ 
"  ferent  Samples  produced,  where  there  is  any 
"  variation  in  the  prices;  and  it  was  alio  re- 
*^  folved,  that  the  IVarchoufe-ki^Qpcrs  of  the  Com- 
**  pany  lliould,  for  the  future,  give  fecurity  for 
"  the  difcharge  of  the  duty  of  their  poll  -^  and 
"  that  their  fecurities  fhould  become  anfwera- 
■^^  ble  for  any  damage  which  the  Company  might 
^*  fullain  by  any  negleU:  or  fault  of  theirs. 

Suppofing  Mr.  Ecclefione  to  be  intirely  imo- 
cent  (as  we  are  now  obliged  to  do)  and  that 
all  this  clamour  was  occafioned  only  by  a  mi* 
fiake  and  the  negleB  of  one  of  the  Company's 
Servants^  I  believe  thefe  precautions,  for  the  fu- 
ture, may  be  fufficient-,  though  I  do  not  readi- 
ly underftand  what  fecurities  can  be  ^I'^Qn  in 
this  cafe  \  nor  can  I  doubt  that  thefe  worthy 
determinations  gave  full  Satisfaction  to  the  com- 
plaining Merchants  and  Traders  \  without  which  this 
bujinefs  cannot  be  fa  id  to  be  ha^fily  fimfljedj  as 
this  writer  afpares  us,  and  as  I  hope  it  may  be, 
without  the  trouble  of  a  Parliamentary 
Enquiry,  at  this  critical  jundlure,  when  it 
is  to  be  feared,  the  whole  attention  of  the 
LegifMure  will  be  taken  up  about  other  matters  of 
the  utmoll  importance. 

I  mult  not  conclude  v/ithout  defiling  the  rea- 
der to  obferve  that  I  have  taken  the  whole 
reprefentation  of  this  cafe  verbatim  from  the 
writer  of  the  Whitehall  Evening  Pofi^  and  that 
he  is  anfwerable  for  any  millakes,  which  may 
be  in  it  ^  for  my  own  part,    I  can  only  promile 

that 
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that  if  I  am  charged  with  any  fallacious  reafon- 
ing  or  forced  dedudions,  1  will  either  endeavour 
to  juftify  my  felf  againft  fuch  a  charge^  or  acknow- 
ledge my  errors. 

/  am^  S  J  Ry 

Tour  humble  fervdntj 
and  vpell'wijhery 

MERCATOR. 
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Opiferque  per  orhem 

Dicitur. 


FRIDAY,  T>ecemher  2j. 

Man,  who  is  engaged  in  a  gene- 
ral defign  of  correfting  vice,  and 
expofing  fraud,  muft  be  conten- 
ted to  fufter  a  great  deal  of  un- 
deferved  reproach,  and  to  incur  the  refent- 
mentsofnumberlefs  perfons  without  any 
iuft  caufe :  but  as  I  cannot  expeft,  accor- 
ding to  the  common  courfe  of  nature,  to 
^  continue 
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continue  much  longer  in  this  world,  fo  I 
would  not  go  out  of  it  without  difcharging 
my  confcience,  and  leaving  behind  me 
fome  publick  teftimony  of  my  zeal  againft 
the  prevailing  depravity  of  the  age,  in 
which  I  live ;  that,  whatfoever  may  be  the 
fate  of  my  Country  when  I  am  gone,  it 
may  appear  that  I  gave  no  encouragement, 
either  by  my  doclrines  or  example,  to  the 
reigning  vices  of  the  times ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  endeavoured,  as  much  as  lay  in 
my  power,  to  check  that  torrent  of  Cor- 
ruption, which  I  found  breaking  in  upon 
us. 

Though  I  am  but  juft  entred  on  this 
commendable  work,  yet  I  find  that  I  have 
already  given  great  offence  to  feveral  pow- 
erful Bodiesof Men  in  this  town;  particu- 
larly to  the  learned  Faculty  oiPhyfick^who^ 
it  feems,  are  highly  exafperated  againll:  me 
for  recommending  the  famous  Dr.  Kjn^s 
Catholicon  A  u  r  £  u  m  'Bc^nliciim^  or  the 
Royal  G  o  L  D  E  K  Specific k^  for  the  Splee/i 
and  Vafours'^  which  a  certain  learned  FeU 
/^i«;  of  the  College  (whoat  prefentfliall  be 
namelefs)  has  thought  fit,  h\  a  publick 
Cotfee-houfe,  to  call  a  Quack-Remedy. 

It  is,  methinks,  a  very  hard  cafe,  that  a 
Man  cannot  diftinguifh  himfelf  from  the 
common  herd  of  his  profelTion,  without 
gaining  the  character  of  an  Emperick ;  and 
that  the  fame  medicine  Ihall  be  calFd  a 

G  Quack* 
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^uich'Medkme  (though  it  performs  never 
fo  many  unqueftionable  cures)  whilfb  it  re- 
mains in  a  private  hand,  which  fhall  be 
immediately  transFormM  into  a  7tever'fail' 
ing  univerfal  Sfecifick^  as  foon  as  the  au- 
thor vouchlafes  to  make  the  College  as  wife 
as  himfelf. 

As  this  treatment  of  Doftor  Kjng^s  Re- 
medy is,  I  believe,  chiefly  occafioned  by 
my  publication  of  it,  I  think  my  felf  obli- 
ged, in  juftice  both  to  him  and  my  felf,  to 
give  the  world  fdme  farther  account  of  that 
aifair,  and  of  the  reafons  which  induced 
me  to  fpeak  fo  much  in  its  behalf. 

The  Advertifement  of  this  Remedy  was 
brought,  about  a  fortnight  ago,  by  a  well- 
looking,  frelli-colour'd  Man,  in  a  mourn- 
ing livery,  in  order  to  be  inferted  in  this 
paper;  but  though  the  "Dotior  feems  to 
promife  very  fair,  an-d  gives  a  plaufible  ac- 
count enough  of  his  Medicine^  yet  I  am 
always  fo  cautious  of  impofmg  on  the  pub- 
lick,  that  I  refolved  to  make  fome  enquiries 
into  the  tiuth  of  his  allegations,  before  I 
gave  it  the  ianftion  of  my  recommendation 
in  this  paper. 

With  this  intent,  I  waited  on  the  Do- 
i'?^r  himfelf  for  fatibiaftiorij  and  happening 
to  be  iomewhat  out  of  humour  on  account 
of  the  late  Lottery^  lie  chole  to  convince 
me  of  the  virtue  and  efficacy  of  his  Royal 
S^ecifick^  by  an  experiment  on  my  felf;  he- 
gave 
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gave  me  a  fmall  quantity  of  it,  which  I  ap- 
plied according  to  his  direftions,  and  in 
lefs  than  the  fpace  of  five  nriinutes,  ibund 
my  felf  perfcGly  recovered,  feeing  things 
in  quite  another  light  than  what  I  did  be- 
fore, and  being  in  as  chearful  a  temper  as 
I  ever  remember  my  felf  to  have  been  in 
my  whole  life. 

Upon  which  the  'Doctor  fmiling  very 
plealantly  upon  me,  (as  I  am  told  it  is  his 
t^^<?/;/j  proceeded  with  great  franknefs  and 
ingenuity  to  acquaint  me  with  the  method 
of  his  obtaining  this  Remedy,  and  of  ieve- 
ral  wonderiul  cures  which  he  has  perform- 
ed with  it,  during  his  fix  years  practice  in 
this  city.  He  own'd  to  me,  that  he  in  a 
manner  extorted  thej^cr^^of  this  NoflrMm^ 
with  great  difficulty,  after  much  importu- 
nity and  feveral  particular  fervices  (not  fit 
to  be  mentioned)  from  the  late  famous  Dr. 
Cataline^  having  been  firll:  convinced  of 
its  invaluable  qualities  by  a  moil  fur-^ri- 
izing  cure  perform'd  on  himfelf:  bat  he  af- 
fured  me  that,  without  vanity,  he  might 
prefume  to  fay  that  he  had  made  no  fmall 
improvements  on  the  original  Recipe  i  he 
likewife  told  me,  that  althougli  he  could 
not  pretend,  like  fome  eminent,  as  well  a^ 
obfcure  praftitioners,  to  have  travelled  in- 
to remote  Kingdoms  for  experience,  yet  he 
could  truly  boaft  that  the  fame  of  his  royal 
Preparations^  and  the  adroitnels  of  hi 5 
G  2  Skill 
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Skill  had  reach'd  the  moft  diftant  Regions 
of  the  world,  having  had  the  particular 
honour  to  perform  feveral  wonderful 
cures,  not  only  in  the  moft  flourifliing 
Courts  oiEurofe^  but  likewife  in  the  great 
Empires  of  T^r^j',Cy^/>/^,  J^p^^^  and  Mo- 
rocco^ as  well  as  in  moft  parts  of  the  Eafi 
and  Weft'hdies. 

He  aflurcd  me,  in  particular,  that  the 
Duke  de  Riferda^  late  prime  Minifter  of 
the  Kingdom  of  <S'p^if>/,  was,  for  fome  time, 
under  his  hands,  and  thathefhould  not  in 
the  leaft  have  doubted  of  making  a  perfect 
cure  of  him,  if  he  had  not,  on  a  fudden, 
unhappily  fallen  into  difgrace;  which  it 
is  not  unlikely  was  partly  occafioned  by 
his  correfpcndence  with  the  Doftor,  at  a 
time  when  there  were  fome  differences  be- 
tween the  two  Courts  ;  which,  to  the  na- 
tural jealoufy  of  the  S^aniards^  might  give 
grounds  of  fafpicion,  and  alarm  them  with 
apprehenfions  that  fome  dangerous  defigns 
were  carrying  on,  under  the  pretence  of 
curing  a  common  bodily  infirmity. 

He  was  farther  pleafed  to  inform  me, 
that  he  has  now  feveral  great  men  for  his 
Patients,  in  the  Courts  oi  France^  Ger- 
7nany^  Holland^  Sweden^  Toland^  Savoy^ 
Denmark^  Mufcovy^  and  TruJJia ;  befides 
moft  other  inferior  States  and  Kingdoms, 
not  excepting  even  the  little  fretended 
Court  at  'Bologimi  but  as  it  would  be  leiTen- 
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ing  the  charafter  of  moft  of  thele  perfons, 
to  have  it  known  that  they  are  fubjeft 
to  fuch  flatulent  diftempers,  fo  he  defired 
to  be  excufed  from  fpecifying  their 
names. 

He  then  proceeded  to  give  me  the  parti- 
culars of  fome  equally  eminent  Cures  which 
he  has  perform'd  in  his  own  native  coua- 
tiy  oi  Great-'Britah/;  particularly,  on  two 
great  and  very  antient  Families  in  iVefi^ 
minfter^  which  were,  fometime  ago^  affli- 
cted with  the  moft  virulent  degree  of  this 
diftemper;  which  rendred  them  fo  peevifli, 
froward,  and  perverfe,  that  there  was  no 
dealing  with  them,  or  bringing  them  to  a- 
ny  fort  of  temper :  feveral  methods  were 
made  ufe  of  to  no  purpofe,  till  at  length 
Dr.  Kjng  being  fent  for,  and  his  remedies 
applied,  the  fymptoms  immediately  abated, 
and  in  a  fhort  time  entirely  vanifhed. 
They  continue  (blefled  be  God !)  in  a  more 
perfeft  ftate  of  health  and  good  humour 
than  they  were  ever  known  before,  by 
the  confiant  ufe  of  this  Jpecifick  5  for  it  is 
obferved  that,  upon  the  leafl  intermijjion  or 
iieglett^  they  are  apt  to  relapfe  ;  for  which 
reafon,  they  always  keep  a  great  quantity 
of  theje  medicines  in  their  houles. 

He  told  me  alfo  of  two  emine?it  Lawyers^ 
whom  he  lately  cured  of  a  ilv^ngc  political 
difeafe,  which  they  had  contraded  by 
reading  feveral  peftilent  books  and  pam- 
phlets, 
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phlets,  written  in  commendation  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  late  reign.  This  fiate- 
ffleen  (which  is  the  propereft  name  I  can 
give  it)  had  intoxicated  their  Brain  fo 
much,  that  they  were  conftantly  raving 
about  the  danger  of  the  Churchy  and  would 
talk  treafon  publickly  in  all  places  >  which 
had  Hketo  have  brought  one  of  them  into 
trouble;  but  the  Government  confidered 
his  cafe,  and,  out  of  their  known  lenity, 
only  defired  his  friends  to  take  care  of 
him.  Upon  the  Do£tor's  fetting  up,  he 
was  one  of  the  firft  cures  which  he  per- 
formed, and  has  continued  perfeftly  well 
ever  fince,  by  the  conftant  and  regular  ap- 
plication of  this  unparallePd  oArcanum^ 
The  other^  diftemper  continued  longer 
\ipon  him,  out  of  an  antipathy  which  he 
had  taken  againfk  any  of  Dr.  Kj^g's  pre- 
fcriptions,  which  was  occasioned,  as  it  is 
faid,  by  an  old  family  pique ;  but  fome 
preliminary  advances  towards  a  reconcile- 
ment being  made  by  the  T^oHor  (who  is 
reckoned  a  ^^^^-^^/"/^r^^m';!!,  and  withal, 
very  proud  of  his  Nofirmi)  he  confented 
to  the  operation,  which  has  not  only  reco- 
vered him  from  his  illnefs,  but  knit  a  firm 
and  lafting  friendfhip  between  them. 

To  give  an  inftance  of  the  fudden  alte- 
ration which  the  Doctor's  Jfecifick  works 
upon  human  minds,  he  told  me  that,  about 
three  years  ago,  the  laft  of  thefe  gentle- 
men 
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men  grew  almoft  delirious,  on  account  of 
a  famous  "BiU^  then  depending  in  Pariiament, 
and  in  one  of  his  mad  fits  dQchrtd^That  he 
could  notflee^  in  his  hed^  if  that  Bill  fafs^d  ; 
and(lwuld  think  himfelf  much  fafer  under 
the  ^Government  ^/France  than  that  <?/ En- 
gland. The  Bill  pafs'd  ;  and  his  diftemper 
increafed  upon  him  \  which  made  him  fo 
fretful,  untowardly,  and  capricious,  that 
there  was  no  bearing  his  company  ;  he 
could  not  keep  his  temper  in  any  place, 
however  folemn  and  venerable ;  but  raged, 
kicked,  fcolded,  and  protefted  againft  eve- 
ry thing  that  happened  to  be  faid  or  done ; 
at  length  it  came  to  that  height,  that  he 
raved  downright,  and  foamed  at  the  mouth; 
he  dreamed  every  night  that  a  fet  of  Ruf- 
fians were  employed  to  break  into  his 
houfe,  and  cut  his  throat;  which  put  him 
under  fuch  terrible  apprehenfions,  that  he 
refolved  to  quit  this  unhappy  Kingdom,  and 
fpend  the  remainder  of  his  days  under  the 
benign  influence  of  a  French  or  Spanijb 
Government,  as  feveral  of  his  friends  had 
done  already.  But  before  he  put  this  wife 
refolution  in  practice,  he  was  prevailed  on 
by  the  Doftor's  officioufnefs  and  good  na- 
ture (as  I  have  already  fet  forth^  who 
knew  his  diftemper  at  firft  fight,  without 
offering  to  touch  his  pulfe,  and,  in  a  few 
days,  made  fb  perfed  a  cure,  that  he  was 

heard 
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heard  to  declare  in  publick,  thai:  thimj 
would  go  mighty  well^  and  that  the  people 
of  England  lived  under  the  beft  Govern- 
ment in  the  World. 

He  acquainted  me  with  feveral  other 
furprizing  cures,  which  he  had  performed 
up  )a  all  Ibrts  of  perfons,  both  in  town 
and  country;  but  as  thefe  effeftually  con- 
vinct:d  me  of  the  Doctor's  abilities,  fo  I 
hope  they  will  be  fufficient  to  fatisfy  the 
courteous  reader. 

I  doubt  not,  that  my  publick  recom- 
mendation of  this  incomparable  Remedy 
will  induce  the  whole  Tribe  of  London 
Medicafters  to  apply  to  me  for  the  fame 
Favour;  but  as  the  publick  good  fhall 
always  be  my  chief  view,  fb  I  muft  de- 
fire  thefe  Praftitioners,  both  male  and 
female,  not  to  trouble  me  with  their 
ad'vertifements^  unlefs  their  remedies  will 
bear  the  fame  ftrifl;  examination. 


The 
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M  o  N  D  A  Y,    December  26. 


HE  practice  o^Lihellin^,  as  I  hav^ 
already  obferved,  is  of  very  dan- 
gerous confequence  to  any  Go- 
vernment ;  efpecially  when  the 
poignancy  of  the  Libel  is  direfted  a- 
gainft  Majefty  it  felf;  for  as  the 
maxim  of  our  law,  that  the  Kjng  can  do 
no  voro7ig^  has  no  other  meaning,  than 
that  his  Miniflers  ought  to  be  accounta- 
ble for  all  Mifmanagement  and  Male-ad- 
miniftratiouj  fo  it  is  highly  unreafonable 
to  point  any  refleftions  agairrft  the  Prince 
himfelf ;  notwithftanding  v/hich,  it  is  ob- 
(ervable,  upon  a  review  of  the  Hiftories 
of  moft  Reigns,  that  Great  Minifiers  com- 
monly fhewlefs  uneafinefsof  any  inveflives 
againft  their  Mafters  than  againft  them- 
felvess  there  is  vifibly  fome  policy  in  this  ; 
lince  every  body,  who  does  not  wiHi  for  the 
total  fubverfion  of  the  Conftitution,  will 
refent  any  attempts  againft  the  facred  per- 
H  fon 
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fon  of  the  King ;  whereas  complaints  a- 
gainft  his  Minifters,  when  well  grounded, 
ought  not  to  be  lookM  upon  in  the  fame 
light.  I  would  not  have  thefe  obferva- 
tions  applied  to  a  late  infamous  farallel^ 
publilliM  in  one  of  the  Journals^  the  au- 
thor of  which  is  fuppofed  to  have  been, 
lately,  a  fecret  Friend  to  fome  Men  in 
power.  But  I  am  diverted  from  purfu- 
ing  this  argument  any  farther,  at  prefent, 
by  the  iollowing  letter,  which  will  admit 
of  no  delay. 

S  I  R, 

MY  cnviofity  carried  me,  lafl:  Wednefday^ 
to  be  prefent  at  one  of  Mr.  H. — f'^ 
aadcmicalcradoas-,  which  I  bad  heard  fo  much 
and  fo  differently  talk'd  of.  I  mult  do  that 
ingenious  Divine  the  juftice  to  fay,  that  I 
think  his  undertaking  a  very  ufeful  one,  as  he 
conveys  a  great  deal  of  philological  and  critical 
learning  in  a  language,  that  everybody  under- 
ftands,  and  in  a' very  clear  and  plain  method. 
Kis  fubjeft  that  day  was  Hor^c<?  •,  upon  which 
he  mentioned  many  particulars,  to  which  I  was 
before  a  Granger,  expatiating  in  the  handfom- 
eft  manner  on  the  excellencies  of  that  great 
Mmi^  and  at  the  fame  time  difguifing  none  of  his 
failings. 

*  I  will  endeavour  to  recoiled  fome  of  the 
paflages  *,  and  perhaps  you  may  ^  not  think 
them  unworthy  of  being  inferted  in  your  pa- 
per.^ 

!  After 
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^  After  having  given  an  account  of  Horace''^ 
'  parentage,  and  the  place  of  his  birth,  which 
^  are  too  well  known  to  be  repeated,  he  took 
^  occalTon  to  commend  his  writings,  the  purity 
^  of  his  flyle,  and  that  curiofd  felicitas  ^o  pecu- 
^  liar  to  him.      He    then  enrer'd   into  the  de- 

*  fcription  of  his   ferfon  and  charaBer^  obferving 

*  that  he  caP'd  himfelf,  pleafantly  enough,  Epku- 
'  rl  de  grcq^e  porcum,  i.  e.    a   fvviiie    of  Epicurus'^ 

*  herd  *,'   from    whence  he  inferr'd   that   he  was 

*  fomewhat/^f  and  very  dirty:  in  another  place, 
^  he  fays,  mn    ego    panels  ojfeudar  maculls^  wh^ch 

*  is,  that  he  did  not  value  a  few  dirty  [pots  \  from 
'  thefe  two  paflages  he  faid  it  was  manifeft, 
^  that  Horace  was  little  better  than  a  Sloven. 
^  It  appeared  likewife  from  himfelf,  that  his 
'  fortune  was  originally  very  fmall,  but  that  he 
^  increas'd  it  confiderably,  even  beyond  his  owa 
^  expectations.* 

Hoc  erat  in  votisj  modus  agrl  non  it  a  magniis : 
Dii  melius  fecere^ 

A  [mall  hit  of  land    would   once    have   content^ 
td  me  \  hut  thank  Cody    it  is  better  with  me  now. 

^  Mr.  H* y  farther  obferved,  that  it  was 

*  a  vulgar  error  to  think  that  Horace  was  ne- 
'  ver  married  ;  for  that  the  learned  Hc/mfius  aC- 
^  ferts  that  he  married  a  woman  of  Lombardyy 
^  of  a  conliderable  fortune  *,  uxorem  e  gente  Longo-* 
*•  bar  da  hcupletiorem  dux  it. ' 

^  As  to  his  Manners,  they  feem  to  have  beea 
^  loofe  and    ohfcene-^   for    Vetrus    Crinitus^    whom 

*  the  learned  Dr.  Be ly  falfly   imagines  to 

*  be  the   ingenious    Dr.   Ha — — ^,    fays    in  his 

*  life   of  Horace^  moribus  dicitur  fuijfc  fub  obfcmis 

H   2  ^  & 
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&  ad  bilem  excitatior  \  that  is,  lewd  and  cholericK 
Auguflns  calls  him  Honmncionem  lepidijfimuniyVfhlcii 
is  a  comical  J  little^  laughing  fellow  j  and  a  great 
lover  of  Bawdry  •  which  appears  from  many  of 
his  Epodesy  particularly  that  to  his  Miftrefs 
Neara.^  which  he  made  no  fcruple  of  (inging, 
before  women  of  the  firfl  quality  :  it  begins 
thus*, 

Nox  eraty  &  coelo  fulgebat  Luna  fereno^ 

^  Which,  tranflated   by  a  modern  Poet,  is  as 
^  follows. 

Go  to  Joan  Glover, 
And  tell  her  I  love  her^ 
And  by  the  light  of  tht  X^oon  fit  come  and  Jhove 
her* 

^  That  Horace  was  parfmomouSy    not    to    fay 

*  fordidly  covetous^  is  plain  from  many  of  hk 
'  own  writings  ^   as  for  inftance,  where  he  in- 

*  vites  Mdcenas  to  fup  with  him,  who  was  both 

*  firfl:  Minlftery  and  his  particular  Patron  \   he 

*  plainly  tells  him  that  he  fhail  have  nothing 
'  but  bad  wine,  and  cabbage,  and  in  little  glalTes  \ 
'and  that  he   had  taken  care  of  the  wine  him- 

*  felf ;,  from  which  it  appears  too  that  he  kept  no 

*  fervant.  * 

p^de  fotabls  modkis  Sahinnm 
Camharisy  Crua  quod  ego  ipfi  T'ejld 
Conditum  levi, 

^  He  kept  the  key  of  his  cellar  himfclf,  and 
I  his  wine^  till^  in  all  probability,  it  was  four.* 
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Eft  mihij  nonum  Superantis  annum 
Plenus  Albani  cadus^ 

*  Thus    much    as    to-   his    jerfonal   qualities, 

*  and  private  life  *,   as  for  the   figure  he  made 
«  in  fublicky    it  appears,  that,  though  he  fet  out 

*  but  low,  he  grew   alnioft  at  once  very  confi- 

*  derable  j  his  firfl:  appearance  being  under  Brw 
^  tusy  where  we    find    him  Irlhunus  Militum^  m 

*  the  tranllation  of  which  the  Learned  differ  \ 

*  but  I  think  it  anfwers  belt  to  what  we  call 

*  Exempt  of  the  Beef-eaters-^  he  left  this  poft  but 

*  oddly,  as  may  be  colleded  from  the  following 

*  expreffion,    ReliEha   non  bene  parmula.      Madam 

*  Dackr  informs  us  that  he  was  Scriba  quefiorh 

*  Kj,  which   fhe  calls  Secretaire  de  fEpargne,  and 
^  may  properly  enough  be  rendered  Secretary  of 

*  the  Treafury.      After    this,  Afinius  Pollis  aflures 

*  us,  that  he  was  fent  AmbafTador  to  Gaul,  i>« 
^  gatus  apud  Gallos  mijfus  fuit,  Man-lio  &  Daiio 

*  Cofs,' 

*  When  he  had   made  fbme  ftay,  and  figure 

*  in  that  Court,  QuintiUan  obferves    of  him,  in 

*  his  loth  Bcoky  an3  firft  Chap^  that  he  began  to 

*  grow  Ibmewhat  cleaner  and  fpruccr^  and  that  he 

*  applied  himfelf  to  the  knowledge  of  Men  and  Man- 

*  WT-jF^    multo  eft  terjior  ac  pur  us  magis    Horatius 
^  ^  ad  notandos  hominum   mores  pr£cipuus»     It  was 

*  probably  during  this  ftay  of  his  in  Caul,  that 

*  the  Secretaries  of  State    fent  to  him  to  return 

*  v/ith  all  fpeed,  upon  affairs  of  theutmoftcon- 

*  fequence  to  the  publicL ' 

Db  Re  commmp  Scribe,   magna  atque   nova  Tc 
Qrabant  hodi€  m^mimiffes,  Qiiinte,  revertu 

\  There 
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*  There  feems  at  this  time  to  have  been  fbme 

*  defign  of  making  him  Secretary  of  State^  from 
'  that   noted  pafTage  in   a  Letter  from  Auguftus 

*  to  Mecmas  *,  veniet  igitur  &  nos  in  [crihendls  IE.- 

*  ^l^olis  adjuvahity  but  he  never  attained  to  this 

*  employment,  which  is  imputed  to  his  extreme 
<  ModeBy. ' 

^  Thefe   are  the   moft  remarkable    pafTages  I 

*  can  recoiled  of  that  mod  elegant   Oration   pro- 

«  nounced  on   iVedntfday    lad  by   Mr.  H y. 

'■  His  Adion,  which  Demnflhenes  fays  is  the  chief 
^  part  of  an  Orator,  was  extremely  jiift  and  pro- 
'  per,  and  added  a  grace  and  dignity  to  all  he 
^  utter'd  :  fuch  was  the  modulation  of  his  voice, 
'  that  it  inchanted  your  Ears,  and  feem'd  more 

*  like  mufick  than  fpeaking !  how  laudable  is  it 

*  to  fee  Mr.  H — y  chufing  to  employ  his  Ta- 
^  lents  in  praifes  and  commendations  of  the 
'  great  Men  of  Antic^ulty^  rather  than  meanly 
^  Hooping  to  flatter  thofe  of  the  prefem  agei^ 
^  but    though  he  will  not  flatter  them,  he  fcorns 

*  (however  provokM)  to  attack  them  by  any 
^  indired  or  oblique  Strokes  of  Satire,  as  molt 
^  evidently    appears     by   the     fore-going    Dif- 

*  courfe. ' 

^  The  application  of  pafiages  of  the  Roman  Sto- 

*  ry  to  our  times   is  become   fo   common    and 

*  trite  a  way  of  Satirizing  the  perfons  of    the 

*  prefcnt  Age,  that  no  man,  whoj  has  a  tolera- 

*  ble  Genius,  or  the  lead  invention  of  his  own, 

*  will  condefcend  to  do  it.    How  eafy  is  it  to 

*  turn  over  Tully^   Tacitus^    or  Livy^  and  when 

*  you  have  found  a  good  flrong  Sentence  or  two 

*  upon  Corruj^tiofiy  to  infert  it  in  any  Paper? 
'  The  Author  need  never  be  at  the  trouble  to 
J  make    the    Application  j    every  Child  in  the 

'  ftreet 
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^  flreet  knows   well  enough  upon   whom  to  fix 

'  it:  I  (hould  be  glad  therefore  if  what  I  have 

*  faid  would  put  an  end  to  fiich  piiiful  Ribal- 
'  dry  *,  and  if  i  can  perfuade  thofe,  who  have 
'  Talents,  to  give  great  Men  their  Deferts,  as 
^  Mr.  H—y   has  now  done,  I  fhall  have  gained 

*  my  end.' 

J  amy  Sir^  &c. 


^j 


i^ 


m 


im 


It^ 
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Friday,  December  30. 


To  Caleb  D'A  n  v  e  r  s,  Elq*, 


EC  invideamus  altius  flantihus :  qu£  ex' 
celfa  videhantur^   pr^rupta   funt,      Illl 
rurfuSy  quos  Sors  iniqua  in  Ancipiti  po* 
^  fuity  tut  lores  erunt  fuperblam  detrahendo 
rebus  per  fe  fuperbis  &  fortunam  fuam^ 
^  quam  maxlme  poterunt^  in  planum  deferendo.    Multi 

*  quidemfurit^quibus  neceflario  harendumfit  infafligio 
'  juo\  ex  quo  non  pojfunt  nifi  Ccidtndo  defcendere,     Sed 

*  hoc  ipfum  teflentury  maximum  onus  fuum  ejfe^  quod  aliii 
^  graves  ejfe  cogantur ;  nee  fublevatOS  fe^fed  fuffixos  j 
^  juftitiay    manfuetudiney    humana  lege^    &    henigna 

*  manuy  pracparent  multa  ad  fequlores  cafus  pr<zftdia^ 
^  qv^orum  fpe  jtcurius  pendeant.  Nihil  t amen  aquehos^ 
\  ab  his  animi  fiuUibus^  vindicaverit^  quam  femper 

[  aliquem 
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*  diquem  incrementis  terminum  figere*^  vec  fortune 

*  arhitrium  definendi  dare^  fed  feivjos^  multo  quidem 

*  citra  extrema,  hortentur  confiHere. 

Sen.  de  Tran.  Animu 

S   I    R, 

*  ^Tp  H  I S  Paflage  deferves  a   place  at   the 

*  ^  X.  h^^d  of  one  of  your  Papers,  fince  there 
'  is  hardly  any  thing  to  be  found  among  the 
'  Antients  or  the  Moderns  more  proper  to  be 
'^  recommended   to  the   ferious  confideration  of 

*  all  State-Craftfmen  ^  and  iince,  of  all  Craftfmeriy 
'  thefe  appear  to  me  to  ftand  moll  in  need  of  your 

*  friendly  afliftance.  Men  are  generally  apply'd 
'  to  other  bufmefs   according  to  their  talents, 

*  and  if  they  do  not  excel  in  their  profeffions, 
^  they  do  not  thrive  in  them.  But  the  cafe  is 
^  not  the  fame  very  often  amongft  tlK)fe,  who 
'  govern  the  great  Affairs  of  the  World.     5f- 

*  cretaries  want  often  to  be  taught  to  write  ;  Tre- 
^  fidents  to  fpeah  j  and  Minisiers^  intruded  with  the 

*  management  of  the  publick  Revenue,  to  forbear 

*  plunder ing  and  ftock-johhing^ ' 

'  Our  frefent  Minifters  indeed  are  happily  cho- 

*  fen  \  and  the  wonderful  fuecefs  of  their  Admi- 
^  niftration  is  a  fufficient  proof  of  their  v4to>y. 
'  But,  Mr.    D'Anversj  your  cares  are  not  con- 

*  fin'd  to  the  prefent  Age;  you  look  forward 
^  to  poflerity,  and  are  follicitous  even  for  the 

*  good  of  future  generations  ;   your  candid  rea- 

*  ders  will,  no  doubt,  apply  what  falls  from 
^  your  pen  in  a  right  manner,  and  will  do  you 

*  the  juftice  to  believe,  that  whenever  you  chaf- 
^  tife  the  vices,  or  expoie  the  follies  of  Mini-' 

[  Jim  in  general,  you  intend  a  leflbn  to  Miri- 

t  fters^i 
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*  fjers,  yet  unborn.    No  one   can  fuppole  that 

*  you  defign  to  afpcrfe  the  untainted  char^.ciers^ 
^  or  to  inform  the  confummate  wifdom  of  Thole, 

*  who  govern  us  at  this  time^ffor  whofe  fer- 
^  vice  it  is  evident  to  tlie  molt  common  under- 

*  Handings  that  your  Papers  are- intended. ' 

^  I  have  aim'd,  it  muft  be  confciTed,  at  the 
'  rank  of  an  Author  \  but  finding  my  felf  unable 
^  to  fuftain  fo  great  a  Charader,  I  have,  wifely 
^  enough,  reduced  my  Ambition  into  more  nar- 

*  row  bounds,  and  profefs  miy  felf  an  humble 
'  Hinter.    Happy  would  it  be  for  Mankind,  Mr, 

*  D'AnverSj  if  every  body  copied,  at  leaft  in  this 

*  inftance,  after  my  example^  or  if  Thofe,  who 

*  have  the  power  of  doing  it,  proporLic^n'd  the 
^  parts  they  affign  to  the  talents  they  difcover. 

*  What  a  Ihifting  of  parts*,  what  a  change  in 

*  the  Scene  would  immediately  follow  ?  how  low 
'  would  fome  Men  fall?  how  high. would  others 
^  rife  ?  Robin  would  decline  fitting  in  your  Coach- 
^  box^  or  you  would  force  him  to  get  up  behind. 
^  Let  my  modefty,  Sir,  befpeak  your  favour  to 

*  me-  and  be  afTured  that  1  will  attend  and  ferve 

*  you,  in  the  duty  of  my  profeffion,  with  induf^ 
^,  try  and  fidelity,  if  you  make  fuch  ufe  of  my 
^  firfl  endeavours^  as  1  have  reafon  to  expedt, 
^  from  that  flow  of  Stile,  from  that  good  fenfe, 

*  and  from  that  true  fpirit,  which  appear  in  Your 
^  Papers. ' 

^  i  fancy,    you    will  obferve  that  thofe,  who 

*  are  in  the  firil  Clafs  mention'd  by  Serjeca^  never 

*  fail  of  being  in  the  fecond  ^  for  a  great  Elevation 

*  is  always  expofed  to  great  Danger^  and  there- 
'  fore   to  great  Anxiety.     You  will  fhew,  per- 

*  haps,  how  little  fuch  men  regard  the  wife  ad- 
^  vice  of  the  Tutor  of  Nero  ^  or,  to  give  our 
[  Stoick  a  more  honourable  title,  of  the  compa- 

I  ^  nion 
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*  nion   and  friend  of  Burrhus  \   for    1   dare  not 

*  call  him  the   Correfpondent  of  St.  Vaul   You 

*  will  laugh,  no  doubt,  at  the  parade  they  make 
'  of  what   they  ought  to  conceal  •,   at   the  filly 

*  pains  they  take,  in  exerting  their  power,  or 

<  fpending  their  riches,  to  increafe  the  indigna- 
«  tion  which    mankind    juftly  conceives   at   the 

<  mmner^  whereby  they  acquired  both  one  and  the 
«  other. ' 

'^  «  To  illuftrate  thefe  truths,  1  would  have  you 
«  for  fome  reafons  defcend  no  lov/er  than  Cardi- 
«  nd  Wolfey.  This  faucy  Minifter,  who,  by  the 
«  v/ay,  could  never  get  rid  of  the  [comdrel  habits 
«  of  a  low  Education,  had  fome  knowledge^  more 
«  TP/f,  and  much  more  impudence  \  the  fortune 
«  he  made  was  equally  exorbitant  and  rapid.  The 
«  ufe  he  made  of  this  fortune  was  extravagant 

<  and   oftentatious  to   the    highelt  degree.     He 

<  i%em'd  induftrious    to  ered  Trophies   of  his 

<  folly,  and  tofurnifli  proofs  of  his  Rapine  where- 

<  ever  he  went.  He  adorn'd  Villas ',  he  built  Pa- 
<•  laces  •,  and  his  Train  out-iliia'd  his  Matter's  fo 
«  much,  that  when  he  retired  into  the  Country, 
«  on  a  party  of  pleafure,  the  Court  became  de- 
«  fart.     Even  foreign  Minifters  attended  on  him, 

<  and  found  their  account  in  it  ^  for  he  had  ever 
«  fome  intereft  feparate  from  that  of  his  Coun- 
«  try.  He  was  zealous  for  tht  Em^sror'j  zealous 
«  {ox  France-^  and  zealous  for  the  Court  of  Rome^ 

<  in  their  turns:,  and,  notwithltanding  his  parts, 
«  he  was    the  Bubble  of  them  all' 

*  This  little  Sketch  of  Cardinal  mifefs  fortune 
«  defcribes  a  man  placed  in  that  elevated  State, 
'  which  is  the  laft  of  the  three  mentioned  by 
c  Seneca,  and  from  whence  no  man  can  dejcend 
«  without  p///w.  Thefe  Falls  might  be  fotten  d 
«  indeed,  and  the  means  of  doing  it  are  finely 
^  «  touched 
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touched  in  the  Latin  Author.  They  will  be, 
I  doubt  not,  as  delicately  and  as  ftrongly  ex- 
prelTed  in  your  EngU^.  But  the  giddy  Crea- 
tures do  the  very  reverfe^  inftead  of  flopping, 
when  their  heads  begin  to  turn^  they  try  to 
clamber  ftill  higher  ;  and  every  ftep  they  take 
for  fecurity,  enhances  their  guilt,  and  precipi- 
tates their  ruin.  Unworthy  of  Love  or  Efteem, 
they  have  recourfe  to  the  two  fole  Expedients, 
which  remain.  Vcar  and  Corruftlon.  By  one  they 
exafperate  mankind, and  whilft  they  render  their 
Enemies  more  cautious^  they  render  them  more 
dangerous :  by  the  other  they  afiemble  a  num- 
ber of  falfe  friends^  who  encumber  their  Frof- 
ferity,  and  afibrd  them  no  fupport  inthe^r^^r 
and  terrible  day  of  Adverfity.  I  begin  to  warm 
my  feifj'and  am  in  danger  of  fvvelling  this  let- 
ter up  to  the  fize  of  a  two-penny  half  Sbeet. 
which  being  abfolutely  forbidden,  by  one  of 
the  fundamental  rules  of  our  profellion,  I  take 
my  leave  of  you,  till  next  week,  and  am,  dear 
Mr.  D'Aavers^ 

Tour  faithful^  humble  fervant^ 

December  ^6, 
172.6. 

Jack  Hinter. 


1AM  very  much  obliged  to  the  writer  of  this 
excellent  letter,  whofe  Hints  only  are  of  more 
importance  than  the  laborious  unmeaning  DiP- 
courfes  of  feveral  Authors,  or  the  tedious  Ha- 
rangues of  fome  frothy  Orators.  I  hope  the 
Publick  will  excufe  my  printing  thofe  undeferved 
compliments  on  my  felf  ^  which  nothing  fhould 

I  2  have 
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haye  prevailed  on  me  to  do  (as  common  a 
Pradticeas  it  is  amongft  all  my  Brother-AuthorsJ 
but  my  imwillinc^nefs  to  fupprefs  any  thing,  which 
comes  from  fo  valuable  a  Correfpondent.  Were 
I  a  young  man  indeed,  and  •  fond  of  the  vain 
reputation  of  an  Author,  fuch  Commendations 
would  be  apt  to  elate  me  too  much  with  an  opi- 
nion of  my  own  parts  ^  but  there  can  be  little 
danger  of  this  in  One,  who  does  not  write  from^ 
any  fuch  motives,  but  from  a  fin  cere  Zeal  fcr^ 
the  honour  of  his  King,  and  the  welfare  of  his 
Country,  which  I  can  afTure  this  Gent  emanate 
the  fole  ends  of  my  prefent  Undertakijng,  and, 
for  that  reafon,  I  Ihall  be  very  proud  of  his  fu- 
ture afliltance. 


Gr^fs-Inn,  Dec.  26.   1725. 


Cale2  D'Anvers. 


The 
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Pr^fe?iti  TIB  I  maturos  largmifr  ho7iores^ 
^iirandafc[ue  tuum  per  7tomen  fonimus  aras^ 
Nil  oriturum  alias ^  nil  ortum  tale  fatentes. 

Hor. 


MONDAY,  January  2. 

H  E  Pv  E  is  nothing,  in  which 
the  generahty  of  mankind 
are  fo  apt  to  be  miftaken,  as 
in  their  opinion  of  Great; 
Men,  They  commonly 
judge  by  the  outfide  ;  and 
where  they  fee  power,  rich- 
es, and  fplendor,  they  haftily  conclude, 
that  there  muft  be  great  parts  and  abi- 
lities in  proportion  :  as  for  Honefty,  it  is 
quite  out  of  the  queftion  ;  for  even  the 
vulgar  herd  know  better  than  always  to 
look  for  that  qualification  in  a  modern 
Great  Man.  But  moft  perfon.^,  who  have 
not  been  much  converfant  \\  piibiick  af- 
fairs, entertain  a  better  opmion  of  their 
Superiors,  than    they   generally    deferve. 

They 
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The\7  imagine  them,  at  leaft,  to  be  men 
of  extraordinary  capacities,  whatever  their 
iTioral  principles  may  be ;  and  think  it 
impofTible  for  any  pcrfon  to  fit  long  at 
die  Hehii,  and  influence  large  Domini- 
ons, who  is  not  endowed  with  uncom- 
mon fagacity,  penetration,  experience,  and 
the  moit  extenfive  knowledge  of  all  Do- 
mefiicJz  and  Foreign  affairs. 

However  requifite  to  fuch  a  Poft  thefe 
Talents  may  be,  yet  if  we  look  round 
EuTQj^e^  I  believe  we  fiiall  find  that  too 
many  Great  Men^  in  all  Courts,  are  not 
fully  qualified  in  thefe  refpefts.  I  am 
afraid  it  will  appear  that  fome  owe  their 
grandeur  to  pimping,  informing,,  or  the 
Intereft  of  a  Court  Miftrefs;  others  to 
the  weakn^fs  or  vices  of  a  Prince,  whom 
they  flatter  and  indulge  in  his  pleafurcs  ; 
that  fome  rife  |)y  doing  dirty  jobs  for 
a  Great  Mimjier^  and  icreening  him,  in 
difcrefs,  If om  the  refentments  of  a  people, 
whom  he  has  injured  and  provoked ;  fome 
by  the  influence  of  over-grown  Compa- 
nies, or  the  ftreng'ih  of  povverful  allian- 
ces -J  nor  ihall  we  want  inftances  of  others, 
whofe  ignorance  and  incapacity  for  pub- 
lick  bufincfs  have  been  their  only  recom- 
mendations. In  fliort,  we  fl^iall  obferve, 
upon  a  ftritl  furvey  of  the  rife  of  Great 
Men^  that  fometimes  chance,  and  ieveral 
unaccounr?:ble  accidents,  as   the  death  or 

fall 
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fall  of  great  Competicors;  fometimes  the 
power,  caprice,  and  obftinacy  of  a  facti- 
on, or  the  indolence,  inactivity,  or  bad 
defigns  of  a  Prince,  are  the  chief  inftru- 
ments  of  their  advancement;  and  we  fhall 
feldom  find  it  owing  to  thofe  ufeful  and 
valuable  endowments,  which  are  necef* 
fary   to  conftitute   a   truly  Greet  Man. 

In  thofe  refined  Ages,  indeed,  and  m 
thofe  Countries,  where  almoft  every  thing 
is  managed  by  the  force  of  Money^  as 
it  was  in  the  Court  of  France  during 
the  laft  war,  there  does  not  feem  to  be 
that  neceflity  for  great  accomplifhments, 
which  there  was  when  the  fate  of  Eu^ 
rope  depended  on  the  genuine  ftrength 
and  vigour  of  national  Conftitutions,  or 
on  the  wifdom,  experience,  and  fagacity 
of  publick  Minifters.  For  this  realbn,  a 
man  might  make  a  great  figure  in  ToUticks^ 
at  that  Court,  with  half  the  abilities, 
which  Waljingham  or  'Burleigh  could  do 
here  in  their  times,  who  thought  fit  to 
fteer  their  adminifiration  by  well-weigh- 
ed counfels  and  integrity,  infiead  of  ex- 
orbitant Penfions  and  Bribes  ;  and  faved 
the  Nation  immenfe  fums  of  Money  by 
the  application  of  wife  heads  in  conjuncti- 
on with    uncorrupt  hearts. 

The  Charafter  of  a  Great  Man  was  not 
to  be  acquired,  in  thofe  times,  by  under- 

ftanding. 
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{landing  the  paltry  bufinefs  of  a  Money- 
Scrivener  or  a  Stock-jobber  ;  by  a  skill  in 
ufury,  brokage,  and  the  tricks  of  Ex- 
change-eAlley  ;  or  by  colloguing  with  cer- 
tain great  'Bodies  of  men,  in  order  to  de- 
fraud, bubble,  and  beggar  the  reft  of 
the  Nation ;  not  by  fuborning  falfe  Judg- 
ment, and  hiring  Men  to  proltitute  their 
confciences  for  fordid  lucre.  Neither 
was  it,  in  thofe  times,  thought  to  con- 
fift  wholly  in  the  Flowers  of  Rhetorick^ 
and  a  certain  knack  at  Haranguing  in 
publick  ;  efpecially  in  ftudying  the  foibles 
of  mankind,  and  applying  to  thofe  farts^ 
which  are  always  moft  open  to  deception  : 
I  do  not  mention  this,  from  any  con- 
tempt of  that  excellent  endowment,  or 
to  derogate,  intheleaft,  from  Thofe,  who 
are  happily  pofleffed  of  it  ;  but  only  to 
fhew  that  Oratory  and  Elocution  arc  not 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  the  character  of 
a  Great  Man  ;  much  lefs  that  they  are 
the  only  qualifications  requifite  to  form  a 
Trifne  Minifter  ;  who,  inftead  of  polTefling 
thefe  Quack  endowments,  ought  to  be  a  man 
of  great  knowledge,  depth,  and  penetration 
in  publick  affairs ;  he  fhould  be  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  political  State,  not 
only  of  his  own  Countrj^,  but  likewife 
of  all  Europe;  with  the  intereft,  pro- 
ieQs^  and  views  of  foreign  Courts  j  with 

th€ 
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the  Arts  of  peace  and  war  ;  with  a  deep 
and  mallerly  comprehenfion  of  fchemes, 
treaties,  and  negotiations  ;  a  piercing  fore- 
fight  of  future  events,  and  a  ib'id  judg- 
ment of  prefent  occurrences;  and,  to  crown 
all,  with  a  cool  dehberating  head,  and  a 
ftedfall:  unfliaken  refolution,  to  aft,  upon 
all  occafions,  as  it  fhall  feem  to  be  moft 
for  his  Milter's  fcrvice,  and  the  intereft 
and  honour  of  his  native  Country. 

I  could  wiHi  that  all  men  in  power 
and  favour^  or  Thofe,  who  are  in  the 
way  of  being  lb,  would  give  themfelves 
the  trouble  of  reading  a  letter,  fuppofed 
to  be  written  by  Sir  Vrancis  'Bacon  to  Sir 
George  ViWars^  Duke  of  Buckingham^  at 
that  time  the  great  favourite  of  King 
'James  I.  in  which  they  will  find  fome 
excellent  direftions  for  the  behaviour  of 
pcrfons  in  that  high  condition,  delivered 
with  fuch  a  noble  ipirit  of  freedom,  bold- 
nefs^  and  fimplicitv,  as  became  the  pen 
of  that  excellent  perfon.  This  letter  may 
be  leen  in  a  Book  calVd  Cahala^  and  is 
well  worth  every  man's  perufal ;  but  it 
being,  at  prefent,  grown  pretty  fcarce,  I 
will  anticipate  the  Reader's  pleafure  witii 
fome  remarkable  extraftsout  of  it. 

He  begins  with  an  apology  for  under- 
taking fuch  a  Task,  by  alluring  him  that 
he  is  no  Coiirtier^  nor  verfed  in  ftate- 
matters  ;  and  indeed  his  advice  feems  ve- 

K  ry 
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ry  extraordinary,  at  this  diftance,  to  a  man 
in  inch  a  ftation;  for,  through  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  letter,  He  recommends  per- 
Ibns   of  ahility^   knowledge^  and  integrity 
to  his  particular  notice  and  diftinftion,  as 
the  fitteft  perfons  to  fill  up  all  the  great 
Ofices   of  the    Kingdom;     he  forewarns 
him  to  avoid  flattery  himfelf,  and  to  dit 
countenance  it  in  others;  talks  of  j/{/?/V^, 
learnings  and  merit^  with  a  very  high  air ; 
and  feem.s  to  conclude,  that   the  good  of 
his  Co2{?itry.  and  the  true  intereft  of  his 
Prince,  ought  to   be  the  principal  views 
of  every  Great  Man\  which,   as  roman- 
tick  as  they  may  feem,  were  not  altogether 
unfafliionable   Topicks   in   the   good  old 
days  of  Q^ieen  Elizabeths  which  our  au- 
thor  preiumes  to  lay  down  as  a  pattern 
to  all  facceeding  Reigns. 

He  begins  with  the  CHURCH  in 
this  manner:  '  TIiq Arch-biJJ^of^sundBiJho^s^ 
'  next  under  the  King,  have  the  govern- 
'  meat  of  the  Church  and  ecclefiaftical 
'  affairs  ;  be  not  you  the  mean  to  prefer 
'  any  to  thofe  places  for  any  hy-refpeHs 
'  but  only  for  their  lear??ing^  gravity^  and 
^  worth  i  their  Lives  and  Do£irines  ought 
'  to  be  exemplary.' 

'  You  will,  fays  he,  be  often  follicited, 
*  and  perhaps  importuned  to  prefer  Scho- 
^  lars  to  Church-livings ;  you  may  far- 
^  ther  your  friends  in  that  way,   cateris 

'  paribus ; 
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^  fariltiS'^    otherwife,  remember,    I  pray, 

*  that  thefe  are   not  places  merely  oi  fa^ 
'  vour  ;  the  charge  of  fouls  lies  upon  them; 

*  the  greateft   account  whereof   will   be 

*  required   at  their  own  hands;  but   they 

*  will  fliare   deeply  in  their  faults,    who 

*  are    the     infiruments    of  their    prefer- 
^  ments.' 

He    next    proceeds   to  the  L  A  W,    of 

which  he  fpeaks   thus ;    '  Let  the   Rule 

'  of  Juftice  be  the  laivs   of  the  land  ;  an 

impartial  arbiter  between  the   King  and 

his  People,  and  between  one  fubjed  and 

another.'    Again^ 

'  As  far  as  it  may  lie  in  you,  let  no 
arhitrary  power  be  intruded  ;  the  peo- 
ple of  this  kingdom  love  the  laws  there- 
of, and  nothing  will  oblige  them  more, 
than  a  conjidence  of  the  free  enjoying 
of  them:  what  the  Nohles^  upon  an 
occafion,  once  laid  in  Parliament,  nolu- 
mus  leges  Anglia  rnutari^  is  imprinted 
in  the  hearts  of  all  the  people.  He  goes 
on  thiis^ 

*  But  becaufe  the  life  of  the  Laws  lies 
in  the  due  execution  and  adminiiirati- 
on  of  them.  Jet  your  eye  be,  in  the 
firll  place,  upon  the  choice  of  good 
Judges;  thefe  properties  had  they  need 
to  be  furninied  withi  to  be  learned 
in  their  profeflion- ;  patient  in  hearing ; 
'prudent  in  governing  ;  'powerful  in  their 
K  2  'elocu- 
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elocution  to  perfwade  and  fatisfy  both 
the  parties  and  hearers ;  ]ufi  in  their 
judgment;  and,  to  fum  up  all,  they 
muft  have  three  attributes  ;  they  mull 
be  men  of  conrap^e^  fearing  God^  and 
hating  covetotifnefs ;  an  ignorant  man 
cannot,  a  covoard  dares  not  be  a  good 
Judge: 

'  By  no  means,  fays  he^  be  you  per- 
fwaded  to  interjwfe  your  felf,  either  by 
word  or  letter,  in  any  caufe  depend- 
ing, or  like  to  be  depending  in  any 
Court  of  Juftice;  nor  fuffer  any  other 
great  Man  to  do  it,  where  you  can 
hinder  it;  and,  by  all  means,  difTwade 
the  King  himfelf  From  it,  upon  the  im- 
portunity of  any^  for  themfelves  or 
their  friends ;  if  it  fliould  prevail,  it 
perverts  juftice  ;  if  the  Judge  be  fo  juft, 
and  of  fuch  courage  fas  he  ought  to 
be)  as  not  to  be  inclined  thereby,  yet 
it  always  leaves  a  taint  of  fufpicion  be- 
hind it:  Judges  muft  be  as  chafte  as 
Cafar\  wife;  neither  to  be,  nor  to  be 
iufpefted  to  be,  unjuft;  and,  5/V,  the 
honour  of  the  Judges^  in  their  judica- 
ture, is  the  King^  honour,  whofe  perfon 
they  reprefent.' 
Concerning  Parliamekts  he  Ipeaks 
thus :  '  The  true  ufe  of  Parliaments^  in 
'  this  kingdom,  is  very  excellent  >  and 
*  they  fhould  be  often  called^  as  affairs  of 

'  the 
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'  the  kingdom  fliall  require ;  and  conti- 
*■  Filled  as  long  as  is  neceflary,  and  no 
Monger;  for  then^  they  will  be  hut  bur- 
'  thens  to  the  people,  by  reafon  of  the 
'Privileges,  juftly  due  to  the  Mem- 
'  bers  of  the  two  Houfes  and  their 
•attendants;  which  their  juft  rights  and 
'  privileges  are  religioudy  to  be  obferved 

*  and  maintained.' 

He  goes  on  thus,  '  For  the  great  offi- 
^  ces  and  officers  of  the  kingdom,  I  fhall 
'  fay  little— only,  in  the  genera!,  I  advife 

*  this ;  let  them  be  fet  in  thoje  places^ 
^  for  which  they   are  probably   the  mo/i 

'fit: 

As  to  Embassies,  fays  he^ '  I  will 

^  tell  you  what  was  the  cuftom  in  the  hap- 
'  py  days  of  Qiieen  Elizabeth^  whom,  it 
'  will  be  no  dif-reputation  to  follow.  She 
'  did  vary^  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
'  employment,  the  quality  of  the  perfons 
'  fhe  employed  \  which  is  a  good  rule  to 
'  go  by.' 

'  It  it  was  an  Embafjy  of  Gratulation 
^  or  Ceremo7ty^  choice  was  made  of  fome 
'  Noble  perfon,  eminent  in  flace^  and  able 

*  in  purfe ;  and  he  would  take  it  as  a 
'  mark  oi  favour^  and  difcharge  it  with- 
^  out  any  great  burthen  to  the  Queen's 

*  coffers,  for  his  own  hononr'^s  fake.' 

*  But  if  it  were  an  Embaj]}  of  Weighty 
I  concerning  affairs  of  State,  choice  was 

'made 
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*  made  of  fome  fad  perfon,  of  known 
judgment^  wifdom^  and  experience ;  and 
not  ofajoung  Man,  nor  wayed  in  fiate^ 
matters^  nor  of  a  tneer  formal  man^  what^ 
foever  his  title  or  outjide  were.' 
^If  Legier  Ambassadors  or  Agents 
were  fent,  to  remain  in  or  near  the 
Courts  of  thofe  Princes  or  States  (as  it 
was  ever  held  fit  to  obferve  the  moti- 
ons, and  to  hold  correfpondency  with 
them  upon  all  occafions)  fucb  were 
made  choice  of  as  were  prefumed  to  be 
vigilant^  i7tduftrious^  and  difcreet^  and 
had  the  Language  (and,  I  believe,  I  may 
add,  could  adapt  themfelves  to  the  iVf/«%- 
ners)  of  the  Tlaces  whither  they  were 
fent; 

Concerning  WAR,  he  declares  himfelf 
n  this  manner  :   ^  W^ars  are  either  foreign 
or  civil ;  for   the  foreign  war  by     the 
King  upon  fome  neighbouring  nation,  I 
hope  we  are  fecure  j    the    King,    in   his 
pious  and  juft  difpofition,  is  not   incli- 
nable thereunto;    his  Empire  is  long  e- 
nough,    hounded  with  the  Ocean^    as  if 
the    very  [ituation   thereof  had   taught 
the  King  and    People    to  fet   up    their 
Kefts^  and  fay,  ne  fins  ultra^ 
On  a  Civil   War  or  relellion^  and  the 
fuppreflion  of  them,  he  makes  this  obfer- 
vation,    '  If  God  fhall  blefs  thefe  endea- 
l  vours,  and  the  King  return  to  his  own 

'  houfe 
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*  houfe  in  feace^  when  a  Civil  War  Ihall 
'  be  at  an  end ;  Thofe^  who  have  been 
^  found  faithfiil  in  the  land,  muft  be  r^- 

*  garded^  yea,  and  rewarded  alfo ;  the  fr^/- 

*  ^^r^j/zj-  or  treacherous^  who  have  ;;/i/7^^ 

*  others^  feverely  puniflied  ;  and  the  neu- 

*  /"r^^/j  or  falfe-hearted  friends  and  follow-^ 
^  ers^  who  have  ftarted  afide,  like  a  Z'r^- 

*  ^^/^  how^  be  noted  carhone  nigro? 

He  concludes  thus,   '  I  have  but  one 

*  thing  more  to  mind  you  of:  You  ferve 

*  a  great  and  gracious  mafter ;  and   there 

*  is  a  moft  hopeful  young  Prince^  whom 
'  you  muft  not  defert;  it  behoves  you 
'  to  carry  your  felf  wifely  and  evenly  be- 

*  tween  them  both:  adore  not  lb  the  r/- 
'  fi^g  Son^  that  you  forget  the  Father^  who 

*  raifed  you  to  this  height;  nor  be  you  fo 
'  obfequious    to   the     Father^     that    you 

*  give  juft   caufe   to  the  Son  to    fufpeft 

*  that  you  negleH  him.' 
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